
Ogmore Valley Community Council 
Cyngor Cymuned Cwm Ogwr 

 

Full Council Meeting 
Cyfarfod Llawn y Cyngor 

Tuesday 25th February 2025, 6:30 pm at Blackmill Youth and 
Community Centre and Teams 

Dydd Mawrth 25th Chwefror 2025, 6:30PM ar Blackmill Canolfan 
Ieuenctid a Chymunedol ar Teams 

 

Minutes 
 

In Attendance 
 

Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells (Chair, virtual from item 188) 
Cllr David Pound (Vice-Chair) 

Cllr Sharon Galton 
Cllr Terrina Greenslade 

Cllr Margaret Lloyd 
Cllr David Newman (virtual from item 192) 

Cllr Geoff Sherriff 
Cllr Susan Palmer 

Cllr Dhanisha Patel (virtual from item 188) 
Cllr Sheryl Wasley (virtual from item 188) 

 
Niamh Gwilym (Clerk) 

 
187 Apologies for Absence Received 

 

Hywel Williams – work commitments 

Scott Allin – personal circumstances 

Gareth Owens – personal commitments 

Julia Jones – personal circumstances 

 

188 Absences 

 

The Clerk explained and apologised for the technical difficulties that delayed the 

virtual attendees from joining the meeting. 

189 Welcome new Community Councillors 



 

The new Community Councillors, Sharon Galton for Blackmill and Susan Palmer for 

Ogmore Vale, were welcomed.  

 

190 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any 

issues to the attention of the council) TEN MINUTES SESSION ONLY 

 

Three members of the public were in attendance, two in-person and one virtually.  

 

191 Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council's Code of 

Conduct & Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 

 

None to declare.  

 

192 Cenin - Mynydd Y Gaer Windfarm Consultation 

 

Cenin noted that they are attending this meeting voluntarily. 

 

Cenin could not confirm why Glynogwr is not shown on page 3 of the brochure, but 

would be happy to check with the landscape architect. 

 

It was confirmed that the vehicle security of the common access road is in Cenin’s 

control. Cenin will impose barriers so only permitted vehicles are allowed. Other than 

controlled vehicles, the area is only accessible by foot.  

 

Cenin suggested that prospective employment figures for the development could be 

between 20 and 500. 

 

The final date for comments is 12th March 2025 but the Local Impact Report wouldn’t 

be asked for by the inspector until May or June, so there’s two opportunities to 

comment.  

  

Cenin will check if the visuals shown in the brochure are the most up to date.  

 

It was confirmed that any proposal could be submitted anytime between April and 

May. 

 

The Council thanked the Cenin representatives for their time. 

 

Cenin representatives left the meeting.  

 
 

193 Warden’s’ report – to receive report - Annex A 

 



No questions were asked, but compliments were given to Gareth for his work and 

the quality of his report. 

 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL (approx. 7:15pm) 

 

194 Approval of Minutes and Recommendations: 

 (a) Draft Full Council Meeting 28th January 2025 – Annex B 

 

Resolved: to Approve the Minutes of the 28th of January 2025 Full Council 

Meeting.  

 

 (b) Draft Policy and Strategy Committee Meeting 11th February 2025 – 
Annex C 

 

Resolved: to Approve the Minutes of the 11th of February 2025 Policy and 

Strategy Committee Meeting.  

 

195 Finances – 2024/25 

(a) formal approval of payments January 25 – Annex D 

 

It was noted that the item should state ‘February 2025’ to concur with the payments 

in Annex D.  

 

Resolved: to approve the Payments as attached in the Appendix.  

 

(b) formal approval of the bank reconciliation December 24– Annex E 

 

It was noted that the item should state ‘January 2025’ to concur with the bank 

reconciliation in Annex E.  

 

Resolved: To approve the bank reconciliation for January 2025. 

 

(c) expenditure against the budget end of December 24 – Annex F 

 

It was noted that the item should state ‘January 2025’ to concur with the expenditure 

against budget in Annex F.  

 

Resolved: To approve the expenditure versus budget report to end of January 

2025. 

 

(d) to approve new Internal Auditor: JDH Services, £638 + vat for the 

2024/25 internal audit including the report and action plan. 

 

It was noted that the previous Internal Auditor had retired and the proposed Internal 

Auditor came recommended. 



 

Resolved: to approve the appointment of the new Internal Auditor, JDH 

Services. 

 

 

196    Matters arising from previous meetings: - Annex G 
 

(a) Previous Council Meeting (Annex B) 

I. No update available: 

a. Glynogwr Noticeboard (Annex B, item 175 (a, i, a)) 

b. Bins at Evanstown Duck Pond (Annex B, item 175 (a, i, 

b)) 

 

The Clerk noted that a bin has been installed at the Duck Pond.  

 

c. Accessibility in Blackmill (Annex B, item 175 (a, i, c)) 

d. Escalating BCBC concerns (Annex B, item 175 (a, ii, c)) 

e. Access to Evanstown Community Centre (Annex B, item 

175 (a, ii, d)) 

f. Meeting with Community Centre Trustees (Annex B, item 

175 (a, ii, e)) 

II. Update available: 

a. Remembrance Concert 2025 (Annex B, item 175 (a, ii, i)) 

b. OVCC noticeboards (Annex B, item 175 (a, ii, l)) 

c. Bus shelter and insurance (Annex B, item 175 (a, iii, a)) 

 

The Clerk noted that the bus shelter company has increased their costs so is 

checking with the insurance company if this can be covered.  

 

d. Possible AWEN event (Annex B, item 175 (a, iii, b)) 

e. Windfarm 2025 Recommendations (Annex B, item 175 (a, 

iii, c)) 

f. BCBC Christmas Lights (Annex B, item 176) 

g. BAVO Membership (Annex B, item 178) 

h. Ogmore Vale Welfare Hall (Annex B, item 180) 

 

The Clerk noted that the hall visit went well and can be used for community events at 

the rate of £20 for three hours.  

 

i. Polling Place Review (Annex B, item 181 a) 

j. One Voice Wales Area Committee Survey (Annex B, item 

181 b) 

k. Evanstown Bowls Club Bench Repairs (Annex B, item 

182 a) 

III. Decision required:  



a. OVCC Website (Annex B, item 175 (a, ii, b)) 

 

It was agreed that the transition of the photos need to be slowed down.  

 

The Chair requested that all members send a photo of themselves for the new 

website so that Councillors can be recognised. The Clerk stipulated that this is 

optional, but photos can be sent to the Clerk.  

 

Resolved: for the Clerk to ask SWWS to slow the frequency of the images, then 

to approve the website design. For members to send a photo of themselves to 

the Clerk for the new website.  

 

b. Remembrance 2025 Poppy Stock Take (Annex B, item 

175 (a, ii, k)) 

 

The following purchases were agreed at the cost of £80 total: 

 

Evanstown, 2 more poppies 

Blackmill, 2 more poppies 

Lewistown and Pantyrawel, 5 more poppies 

Ogmore Vale, 5 more poppies 

Nantymoel, 2 more poppies 

 

 

Resolved: to purchase 16 more poppies at the cost of £80 in April when the 

new budget comes into effect.  

 

c. Flossy and Boo events (Annex B, item 175 (a, iii, b)) 

 

It was agreed that the Flossy and Boo contract was unsatisfactory in the event that 

there is poor weather and events must be cancelled, so to decline progressing with 

Flossy and Boo.  

 

Cllr Galton offered to present some ideas on an outdoor event, or possible indoor 

event in conjunction with the MEM. It was agreed that Cllr Galton will present 

proposals for more than one event to the Council. 

 

Resolved: to decline progressing with Flossy and Boo and for Cllr Galton to 

present proposals for potential Council events.  

 

d. PA System and Lectern (Annex B, item 175 (a, iii, d)) 

It was agreed to purchase the items even with the off-sale price of £299.99 for the 

PA system and £59.95 for the lectern. 

 

Resolved: to purchase items.  



 

e. COVID-19 Day of Reflection 2025 (Sunday 9 March 2025) 

(Annex B, item 179) 

 

It was agreed to host a walk and talk event starting from the Halo, Ogmore Vale at 

13:30, to the MEM, Nantymoel at 14:30. It was agreed that the Council would ask 

Rev. Glenda to say a blessing at the MEM and the Chair would say a speech at the 

Halo. If it rains, the poster will ask attendees to go straight to the MEM. 

 

A budget of £50 was agreed for refreshments and a ‘remembrance board’ where 

attendees can write kind words onto a noticeboard and it can be put in the MEM or 

the BYCC.  

 

It was agreed that the Clerk would link in with Mike’s walk and talk group.  

 

Resolved: to host a walk and talk event starting from the Halo, Ogmore Vale at 

13:30, to the MEM, Nantymoel at 14:30. To confirm a budget of £50 was agreed 

for refreshments and a ‘remembrance board’. To ask Rev. Glenda to say a 

blessing at the MEM. For the Chair to write a speech.  

 

 

197 To Agree to Evanstown Co-Option  

 

Resolved: for the Clerk to proceed with Evanstown co-option.  

 

198 To Discuss Dog Fouling in the Area – Cllr Greenslade 

 

Cllr Greenslade noted residents’ concerns about dog fouling, that nothing is being 

done when it’s being reported to BCBC.  

 

Cllr Wasley noted issues with cat fouling in Evanstown.  

 

The Clerk noted that BCBC are incredibly restricted in terms of enforcement, and it 

would be difficult for OVCC to pursue the matter due to the laws associated with both 

dog fouling and Community Council restrictions. 

 

Cllr Pound will research factual evidence regarding disposal of dog waste. 

 

It was agreed that the Community Council will approach the local primary schools for 

the children to create a poster to encourage pet ownership responsibilities.  

Resolved: for the Clerk to approach local primary schools for the children to 

create a poster to encourage pet ownership responsibilities.  

 

The Council voted to extend the meeting by 30 minutes as per the standing 

orders.  



 

199 Ogmore Valley Awards 

To agree to consider nominations at a separate meeting 

 

Resolved: for the Ogmore Valley Awards to be considered in a separate 
meeting. For the Clerk to send a date to all members.  
 
200 Ogmore Valley Priide Bench Repairs 

 To agree to fund two bench repairs in Ogmore Vale, Adare Street – 

approx. £120 

 

Resolved: To agree to fund two bench repairs in Ogmore Vale, Adare Street – 

approx. £120 

 

201 To consider applications for donations and grants: 

  

None received. 

 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION AND UPDATE (approx. 8:15pm) 

202 To receive a Report from the Clerk/Cllrs: 

- Ogmore Vale CATs/Update on covenant 

 

No update available. 

 

Resolved: for Clerk to speak with CAT Officer for a progress update.  

 

- Evanstown CAT 

 

The Clerk asked for the Evanstown Councillors to try and re-engage with the 

Trustees, as communication is the core issue.  

 

Cllr Pound will share his advice with the Clerk and Evanstown Cllrs.  

 

Resolved: The Clerk to share the Evanstown information with Cllr Pound.  

 

- Mynydd Y Gaer 

 

Cllr Pound has started preparing a section of the LIR report for Council to review.  

 

Resolved: for Cllr Galton to join the advisory committee to support with the 

production of the LIR. 

 

- Election Update 

 



The Clerk provided an update about the election being held on March 6th 2025. The 

costs have not been confirmed yet and a virement is necessary to pay for the 

election, to be agreed in the upcoming Finance Committee.  

 

 - Clerk’s Correspondence – Annex H 

 

Noted.  

 

203 To receive Reports from Members of the Council: 

 

None received.  

 

204 To consider any Planning Applications and issues: 

 

None received.  

 

205 To confirm the date, time and venue of forthcoming meetings: 

-  Full Council Tuesday 25th March 2025, 6:30 pm, location: BYCC and 

Teams 

 

Confirmed the date of 25th of March as the next Full Council Meeting, to be held in 
BYCC and Teams. 
 

The meeting closed at 20:59. 
 
................................       .............................. 
Signature of the Chairperson, Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells  Date:  
 
 
 

Niamh Gwilym – Clerk of the Council  

Niamhgwilym4@gmail.com 
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Appendix 
 
 

February Payments 2025 

Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS - DD Hosting website 
and maintenance 

DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff -
employers/ees 
contribution 

DD £176.16 

Niamh Gwilym - 
ES 

Clerk Salary 010225 £1,119.04 

Scott Allin - ES RFO Salary  020225 £421.82 

Gareth Owens - 
ES 

Warden Salary 040225 £535.48 

HMRC - ES Tax February 25 615PB00145091 £352.76 

Centregreat  Christmas lights SL 131188 £18,949.20 

Niamh Gwilym MS Campus EXP28 £88.20 

Paid in January 25 following email request. 

Bernie Mills – OV 
First Responders – 
minute 160b 

Defibrillator pads DON 10 £74.40 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 


