
Ogmore Valley Community Council 
Cyngor Cymuned Cwm Ogwr 

 

Full Council Meeting 
Cyfarfod Llawn y Cyngor 

Tuesday 28th January 2025, 6:30 pm at the Nantymoel Boys and 
Girls Club and Community Centre and Teams 

Dydd Mawrth 28th Ionawr 2025, 6:30PM ar Clwb Bechgyn a Merched 
Nantymoel a Chanolfan Gymunedol ar Teams 

 

Minutes 
 

In Attendance 
 

Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells (Chair) 
Cllr David Pound (Vice-Chair) 

Cllr Margaret Lloyd 
Cllr Geoff Sherriff 

Cllr Dhanisha Patel (virtual) 
 

 
Niamh Gwilym (Clerk) 

Gareth Owens (Evanstown Warden, left item 176) 
 
 

 
 
168 Apologies for Absence Received 

 

The following apologies for absence were received: 

 

Cllr Williams – personal commitments 

Cllr Jones - unwell 

Cllr Greenslade – personal circumstances 

Cllr Newman – work commitments 

Cllr Wasley – personal circumstances 

 

Scott Allin, RFO - holiday 

 



169 Absences 

 

There were no unaddressed absences.  

 

 

170 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any 

issues to the attention of the council) TEN MINUTES SESSION ONLY 

 

No members of the public were in attendance.  

 

171 Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council's Code of 

Conduct & Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 
 

172 Warden’s’ report – to receive report - Annex A 

 

Gareth was thanked for his hard work.  

 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL (approx. 7:00pm) 

 
 

173 Approval of Minutes and Recommendations: 

 (a) Draft Full Council Meeting 7th January 2025 – Annex B 

 

Resolved: to Approve the Minutes of the 7th of January 2025 Full Council 

Meeting.  

 

 

174 Finances – 2024/25 

(a) formal approval of payments January 25 – Annex C 

 

Resolved: to approve the Payments as attached in the Appendix.  

 

(b) formal approval of the bank reconciliation December 24– Annex D 

 

Resolved: To approve the bank reconciliation for December 2024. 

 

(c) expenditure against the budget end of December 24 – Annex E 

 

Resolved: To approve the expenditure versus budget report to end of 

December 2024. 

 

 

175     Matters arising from previous meetings and agenda: - Annex F 
 



(a) Previous Council Meeting (Annex B) 

i. No update available: 

a. Glynogwr Noticeboard (Annex B, item 153 (a, i, a)) 

b. Bins at Evanstown Duck Pond (Annex B, item 153 (a, ii, 

g)) 

c. Accessibility in Blackmill (Annex B, item 153 (a, ii, h)) 

ii. Update available: 

a. Warden New Role (Annex B, item 153 (a, ii, di) 

b. OVCC Website (Annex B, item 153 (a, ii, i)) 

c. Escalating BCBC concerns (Annex B, item 153 (a, ii, j)) 

d. Access to Evanstown Community Centre (Annex B, item 

154) 

e. Meeting with Community Centre Trustees (Annex B, item 

154) 

f. Bench Repairs (Annex B, item 157) 

g. Defibrillator reserves (Annex B, item 160 a) 

h. Remembrance 2025 Press Release (Annex B, item 161 a) 

i. Remembrance Concert 2025 (Annex B, item 161 b) 

j. Remembrance 2025 Wreaths (Annex B, item 161 c) 

k. Remembrance 2025 Poppy Stock Take (Annex B, item 

161 d) 

l. OVCC noticeboards (Annex B, item 162) 

 

Resolved: The Clerk to ask Priide if they’re available to undertake the work 

recommended by JP Morgan.   

 

m. Cenin Meeting Invitation (Annex B, item 164) 

n. Community Centre defibrillator (Annex B, item 165) 

iii. Decision required:  

a. Bus shelter and insurance (Annex B, item 153 (a, i, b)) 

 

It was noted that by proceeding with the insurance claim, the final cost to the Council 

will be £800, but the VAT can be reclaimed.  

 

Resolved: to ratify the decision to accept the insurance claim and progress 

with the quote to replace (including installation) and dispose of the broken bus 

shelter.  

 

b. Flossy and Boo events (Annex B, item 153 (b, ii, c)) 

 

The Clerk showed the Council the exemplar advertising material used by Flossy and 

Boo. It was also noted that there will be an additional £20.04 for travel expenses for 

each booking which was not stipulated when quotes were first agreed.  

 



The Council reemphasised their commitment to holding a Halloween/Christmas 

event, but reiterated their concerns regarding value for money and turnout of 

residents. It was queried what contingency Flossy and Boo have in place in case the 

weather is bad and whether they have any real footage from historic events.  

 

It was noted that the recent AWEN Lantern Parade was a successful event which 

was well received by the community. It was also noted that there may be BCBC 

funding available to support the event.  

 

Resolved: to query with Flossy and Boo whether they have any real footage of 

previous events and what their contingency is for bad weather. To contact 

AWEN to consider collaborating/supporting a community event in the future.  

 

 

c. Windfarm 2025 Recommendations (Annex B, item 153 (a, 

ii, l)) 

 

It was noted that Pennant Walters sent their apologies for the delay in confirming the 

recommendations, but have confirmed that the Council’s recommendations have 

been approved.  

 

Resolved: for the Clerk to send out confirmation of outcome letters to all 

applicants.   

 

d. OVLHS Grant Application/ PA System and Lectern 

(Annex B, item 153 (a, ii, m)) 

 

It was noted that the reviews of the originally proposed items were poor and caused 

uncertainty regarding potential purchase. With support from Cllr Sherriff, who has 

experience with PA systems, another PA system and lectern has been identified as 

more suitable for the potential needs of the community.  

 

The Lectern will cost anywhere between £49.95 (on offer) or the full price £59.95 – 

depending on time of purchase, and the PA system will cost £226.65. It was noted 

that any purchase will happen in the middle of the month, so once the decision has 

been made in the February meeting, there will be appropriate time to return the items 

if necessary.  

 

Resolved: to purchase the new items suggested.  

 

The above items were noted from the details in Annex F unless where otherwise 

stated for comment or decision.   

 

 



176 Alternative Christmas Lighting – Cllr Jones  

Proposal: To agree to seek out alternative Christmas lighting companies 

and improve on the Christmas lights in the community. 

 

It was noted that although Cllr Jones has sent her apologies, she asked for her 

proposal to still be discussed.  

 

It was agreed that additional/alternative provisions for Christmas lights should be 

researched. The Clerk noted that they’ve contacted the Clerk’s within BCB area to 

see how other T&CC’s decorate their areas. It was noted that BCBC can provide 

installation, maintenance and storage of Christmas decorations. In cases where 

there is higher frequency of wooden lampposts, such as within the Garw Community, 

the Community Council have purchased 6ft trees which have been decorated with 

solar lights and placed them either side of the benches in the area. This is noted to 

be effective.  

 

It was noted that there is a need to make the motifs more effective in cases where 

availability is poor, and that there is a good second-hand market for decorations.  

  

Resolved: to research into alternative Christmas decoration provisions. For 

the Clerk to contact BCBC to see what they can provide. To ask the relevant 

BCBC officer to conduct a ‘walkaround’ with Councillors to discuss alternative 

Christmas decorations. 

 

177 New Committee – Cllr Jones 

Proposal: To establish a committee dedicated to sourcing funding for 

special events in the community. 

 

It was noted that although Cllr Jones has sent her apologies, she asked for her 

proposal to still be discussed.  

 

It was noted that the Policy and Strategy Committee could be used to fulfil the 

purpose of the proposed committee and that for the meantime, there are very few 

special events in the community hosted by OVCC that require funding. It was noted 

that the Strategy and Action Plan for 2022-2027 recommended employing a 

development officer which the Council decided not to recruit for at the moment.  

 

It was noted that the Council has made little progress in several areas of the current 

Strategy and Action plan, so emphasis should be committed to fulfilling these areas 

which may include developing special events, but can be achieved through the 

Policy and Strategy Committee.  

 

Previously noted concerns with attendance were also noted.  

 



Resolved: to reject proposal to establish a committee dedicated to sourcing 

funding for special events in the community. 

 

178 BAVO Membership – Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells - Annex G 

 Proposal: to join BAVO Membership 

 

It was noted that Supporter Membership may not be necessary, as the Council can 

access BAVO training and support through other organisations, such as BCBC.  

 

It was noted that BAVO already facilitates and supports a number of existing 

organisations in the community and that supporter membership may not necessarily 

benefit the Council.  

 

It was agreed that a question-and-answer session with a BAVO representative might 

be useful to the conversation to answer Councillor’s questions. It was noted that as 

Cenin are attending the Full Council meeting in February, the next appropriate 

meeting for BAVO to attend is in March. 

 

Resolved: to initially reject the proposal, but to reconsider when BAVO are 

available to attend a meeting. For the Clerk to invite BAVO to the Full Council 

meeting in March to answer potential questions about supporter membership.  

 

179 To Agree to Participate in COVID-19 Day of Reflection 2025 (Sunday 9 

March 2025) – Annex H 

 

It was agreed that the Council wishes to support the day, but to assess whether any 

other organisations are planning to support the event.  

 

It was noted that little time has been provided to plan/host the event. A number of 

possible events were discussed, but it was agreed to gauge the local Vicar’s 

availability to join an OVCC event, before committing to what type of event will be 

planned.  

 

Resolved: to participate in the COVID-19 Day of Reflection. To approach the 

local vicar to gauge her availability to attend the event. For the Clerk to draft a 

poster of potential events.  

 

180 Ogmore Vale Welfare Hall – Cllr Margaret Lloyd 

Proposal: To arrange a meeting with the Welfare Hall Trustees regarding the 

future of the building. 

 

Cllr Lloyd outlined the current status of the building’s use and the details of the 

charity – the Coal Industry and Social Welfare Organisation.  

 



It was noted that it’s important to take care of historic buildings in the area.  

 

It was agreed that the building would be excellent to host community events in the 

upcoming OVCC calendar and as a potential future meeting location.  

 

Resolved: for the Clerk to write to the Trustees of the Welfare Hall to arrange a 

meeting to discuss possible future use of the Hall.  

 

181 Consultations: 

 

(a) Polling Place Review – Annex I 

 

It was agreed that the Council must approach the Pantyrawel Tennants Association 

regarding the upcoming changes. If they are happy with the proposal, the Council 

will not submit any rejection, but to reject the proposed changes if the Tennants 

Association are not happy. As the deadline for comment is the upcoming Friday, it 

was agreed that the Clerk will stress the urgency of a response.  

 

Resolved: for the Clerk to contact the Pantyrawel Tennants Association 

regarding the upcoming changes.  

 

(b) One Voice Wales Area Committee Survey – Annex J 

 

The survey responses were completed as follows: 

 

19. No preference 

20. Remote 

21. Too long 

22. Sometimes good 

23. Networking, to receive information 

24. Too long, irrelevant, dominated by one individual or council 

25. To make decisions 

26. Limit parochial comments/content, little incentive for smaller CC’s to be involved 

due to domination of Town Councils 

 

It was also agreed to send personalised feedback to OVW as representatives who 

have attended the Area Committee are highly dissatisfied with the forum. It was 

agreed to question whether OVCC must be a member of the Area Committee.  

 

It was agreed to extend the meeting by 30 minutes.  

 

Resolved: to complete the survey. To send feedback to One Voice Wales and 

to query participation in the Area Committee.  

 



(c) Proposed Speed Limit Change A4061 Nantymoel – Annex K 

 

Resolved: to abstain from commenting.  

 

(d) Speed Limit Proposed Changes Glynogwr – Annex L 

 

Resolved: to abstain from commenting.  

 

182 To consider applications for donations and grants: 

 (a) Evanstown Bowls Club Bench Repairs – Annex M 

 

Resolved: to contact BCBC to see if they should repair the benches. 

 

 (b) Bernie Mills, Defibrillator Maintenance (Pads) - £74.40 

 

Resolved: to approve the donation request of £74.40. 

 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION AND UPDATE (approx. 8:15pm) 

183 To receive a Report from the Clerk/Cllrs: 

 

- Ogmore Vale CATs/Update on covenant 

 

It was noted that no update is available.  

 

- Evanstown CAT 

 

Previously noted under item 175.  

 

- Mynydd Y Gaer 

 

Cllr Pound noted that the Mynydd Y Gaer Action Group are active gathering 

information. It was noted that the Mynydd Y Gaer development is now being 

considered as a Development of National Significance. It was noted that Councillors 

were sent a copy of the consultation documents today as per the statutory 

guidelines. Cllr Pound noted that the Mynydd Y Gaer Working Group can now 

consider prepare their own report for the Council to consider.  

 

 - Clerk’s Correspondence – Annex N 

 

The Clerk noted their report.  

 

184 To receive Reports from Members of the Council: 

 



None. 

 

185 To consider any Planning Applications and issues: 

 

None. 

 

186 To confirm the date, time and venue of forthcoming meetings: 

-  Full Council Tuesday 25th February 2025, 6:30 pm, location: BYCC and 

Teams 

 

Confirmed the date of 25th of February as the next Full Council Meeting, to be held 
in BYCC and Teams. 
 

The meeting closed at 20:43 
 
................................       .............................. 
Signature of the Chairperson, Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells  Date:  
 

 

Niamh Gwilym – Clerk of the Council  

Niamhgwilym4@gmail.com 
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Appendix 

 

January Payments 2025 

Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS - DD Hosting website and 
maintenance 

DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff -
employers/ees contribution 

DD £202.59 

Niamh Gwilym - 
ES 

Clerk Salary 010125 £1,242.88 

Scott Allin - ES RFO Salary  020125 £484.96 

Gareth Owens - 
ES 

Warden Salary 040125 £615.72 

HMRC - ES Tax January 25 615PB00145091 £471.64 

Scott Allin Expenses - travel EXP25 £19.08 

Niamh Gwilym – 
contract 

Working from Home 
Allowance (3 months at 
£18) 

1H0QTR3 £54.00 

Scott Allin - 
contract 

Working from Home 
Allowance (3 months at £9) 

2HOQTR3 £27.00 

Ashleigh Davies - 
contract 

Working from Home 
Allowance (2 months at 
£4.50 & 6/22 of £4.50-£1.23 
for Dec24) 

3HOQTR3 £10.23 

Gareth Owens - 
contract 

Working from Home 
Allowance (3 months at 
£4.50) 

4HOQTR3 £13.50 

Bernie Mills – OV 
First Responders 
– minute 160b 

Defibrillator battery DON 08 £346.80 

National Urdd 
Eisteddfod – 
minute 153a 

Donation for 2025 at 
Margam Park 

DON09 £500.00 

Ogmore Valley 
Priide – minute 
157 

Bench repairs EXP26 £73.44 

Niamh Gwilym – 
minute 161c 

Expenses – Wreaths and 
MS office 

EXP27 £138.18 

Gareth Owens Expenses – summer flower 
seeds 

EXP28 £18.59 

One Voice Wales Training Cllr Greenslade 
Induction 

8305 £40.00 

One Voice Wales Training Cllr Greenslade 
Module 2 Councillor 

8537 £40.00 

 


