
Ogmore Valley Community Council  

Cyngor Cymuned Cwm Ogwr  

  
 

Full Council Meeting  
Cyfarfod Llawn y Cyngor  

 
 

Tuesday 28th October 2025, 6.30 pm at Blackmill Community Hall and 
on Teams 

Dydd Mawrth 30th Hydref 2025, 6.30pm ar Blackmilll ar Teams  
 

MINUTES  
 

Present:  

Cllr David Pound (Chair), Cllr Geoff Sherriff (Vice Chair), Cllr Margaret Lloyd, Cllr Sharon 

Galton, Cllr Sheryl Wasley, Cllr Susan Palmer, Cllr Taylor 

Bridget Hall (Clerk), Gareth Owens (Warden) 

Teams on-line: Cllr Dhanisha Patel, Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells, Scott Allin (RFO) 

Guest attendees: 

Rachel Lovell, Head of Regeneration, Valleys to Coast 

Margaret Jenkins, Secretary, Blackmill Youth & Community Hall 

 

Margaret Jenkins addressed the meeting:  She explained that Blackmill Community Hall was in 

receipt of a BAVO Warm Hub grant, which covered:  utility bills, activities such as arts & crafts, 

exercise classes, books & games, volunteer costs, etc. The Hall would be open on alternate 

Wednesdays at present, 10.30am - 12.30pm. To be promoted on the OVCC Facebook page.  

The Chair thanked Margaret Jenkins for her attendance and for her hard work in running the Hall. 

 

 

128 Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Terrina Greenslade.   

 
129 Absences 
 
It was noted that Cllr Hywel Williams and Cllr David Newman were absent.  



 
130 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any issues to the 
attention of the Council) 
 
There were no Public Address requests. 
 
131 Declaration of Interest 
 
None reported. 
 
132 To consider the feasibility of taking over the management of the Polytunnels site, 
 Evanstown, from Valleys to Coast 
 
Rachel Lovell from Valleys to Coast addressed the meeting regarding the land at the bottom of 
Dan y Bryn, Evanstown. She explained that the current 10-year lease with Bricklayers would end 
in April 2026, and the current tenant did not wish to renew. 
 
V2C was keen to retain the site as a community space and confirmed there were no plans for 
housing development. Rachel highlighted the site’s great potential for community use — including 
projects for older people, youth groups, mental health and rehabilitation programmes, and 
volunteers. 
 
Rachel acknowledged that significant work and manual labour would be needed to get the site up 
and running. However, she said that V2C would be keen to support any new leaseholder.  V2C  
worked with various funding bodies, contractors, and builders, and could approach them to offer 
support. 
 
She confirmed that, if OVCC were to take on a lease, they would be responsible for the setup and 
ongoing maintenance of the land.  Should OVCC wish to submit an EOI, V2C would prepare a 
draft lease. A valuation of the land would first be required at a cost to OVCC of approximately 
£250 plus an admin fee, totalling around £300. The proposal would then be presented to the V2C 
Regeneration Project Board for full consideration.  
 
The Chair confirmed that OVCC was interested in exploring the opportunity further and that the 
Clerk would be in touch to progress. The Chair thanked Rachel Lovell for her attendance. 
 
Rachel Lovell left the meeting. 

 
 

133 Warden’s Report 
 
Resolved:  To agree to the Warden’s request for the purchase of Hammerite paint and brushes 
for maintenance of the Evanstown wheelbarrow planter. 
 
In regard to the Warden’s request for provision of a dog-poo bin, the Chair commented that the 
BCBC website states that dog-poo bags can be placed in general waste bins, provided they are 
marked, and there was no strict need for separate dog-poo bins to be provided.  This request was 
therefore rejected.  However, it was noted that the existing dog-poo bin at the Six Bells site should 
be replaced by BCBC. 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk to request BCBC to replace the broken dog-poo bin at the Six Bells site. 



 
Resolved:   The Warden was authorised to establish cost of jumbo bags of soil for the wildflower 
project at Evanstown. 
 
Resolved:  The Warden’s report was duly accepted. 
 
The Warden left the meeting 
 
 
134 Clerk’s Report 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk’s report was duly accepted.  
 
 
135 Finance 
 
The RFO referred to the bench installation, confirming that £1,026 included the plaque and sought 
confirmation whether the installation should now proceed.   
 
Resolved:  To approve expenditure for the bench with 50% contribution of cost by Priide and to 
proceed with the installation.    
 
The RFO confirmed that £16k was allocated for benches, divided between the 4 wards. 
 
 
a) Resolved:  To approve the payments for October 2025. 
 
b) Resolved:  To approve the bank reconciliation for October 2025. 
 
c) Resolved:  To approve the expenditure against the budget for end of October. 
 
 

136 Applications for Donations / Grants 
 
None were received. 
 
 
137 To approve Minutes of the last Full Council meeting held on 30th September 2025 

 
Resolved:  The Minutes were approved. 
 
 
138 Report on Policy & Strategy Committee meeting held prior to Full Council/ 
 Council Governance 
 
The Clerk reported the proposals of the Policy & Strategy Committee to Full Council: 
 
i) Annual Report 
 



It was proposed that the Annual Report should be accepted in its current format, subject to a final 
spell-check. 
 
Resolved:  To accept the Annual Report in its current format and for it to be published on the 
OVCC website. 
 
ii) Council Governance 
Proposal:  Clerk to prepare a format for the Events Committee to allow efficient event planning, 
thereby saving discussion time at Full Council.  
 
Resolved:  The Clerk to prepare an operating format for use by the Events Committee, to be 
considered by Full Council. 
 
iii) Cllr Lloyd address 
Cllr Lloyd delivered her verbal comments saying that the Clerk had been unfairly criticized for the 
Annual Report as well as setting up the Windfarm meetings.    
 
Cllr Lloyd also thought that Full Council agenda items are often rushed through and that time 
should be given to consider items fully, with resolutions made clear.  Meetings should be more 
productive with solutions agreed.  Cllr Lloyd added that the way Councillors address each other 
at meetings should be respectful.  Cllr Lloyd thought that standing orders should be used as a 
guide to rules and open for interpretation. 
 
The Chair commented that it was down to the Clerk to set the agenda of Full Council meetings to 
fit in with the allotted time. 
 
iv) Cllr Wasley address 
Cllr Wasley agreed with Cllr Lloyd’s comments and stated her frustration that items were not being 
resolved at Full Council and continually moved on to the next meeting, with issues such as grass-
cutting and maintenance at Evanstown going on for 2 years.  
 
Cllr Wasley expressed further frustration with lack of communication from BCBC with the 
Evanstown issues, amounting to negligence on the part of BCBC.  Cllr Wasley called for strong 
action to now be taken for BCBC to address these long-outstanding issues. 
 
 
139 Matters arising from previous minutes 
 
a) Grass cutting/maintenance at Evanstown 
It was noted that there was no update from Cllr Williams. 
 
Cllr Wasley expressed her continued frustrations that there had been no progress and displayed 
photographs of some of the areas of concern  This included the recently created softplay area 
that was now overgrown with weeds and therefore not fit for purpose. 
 
The Chair read an email he had sent to Cllr Williams regarding this matter, and well as Cllr 
Williams’ reply and Cllr Pound’s subsequent reply, requesting a meeting.  However, this had not 
been forthcoming. 
 
The Chair further read his email to Cllr Spanswick regarding this matter, cc’d to the Chief 
Executive, asking for attention to this matter.   



 
Cllr Wasley proposed contacting the legal department of BCBC and holding them to account,  
expressing concern that these mandatory duties are not being fulfilled resulting in health & safety 
risks.   
 
Resolved:  The Clerk to arrange a meeting with BCBC, including Cllr Williams, Cllr Pound and 
Cllr Wasley, to discuss grass-cutting and other maintenance issues at Evanstown. 
 
b) Evanstown Community Hall 
 
The Chair suggested that the Advisory Committee consider undertaking the refurbishment of 
Evanstown Community Hall before establishing a new charity. Once the refurbishment is 
complete, the facility could then be handed back to the current Trustees to manage. OVCC could 
explore taking ownership through a Community Asset Transfer (CAT) to carry out the necessary 
repairs, with the existing Trustees continuing to run the hall thereafter. 
 
Resolved:  To set up a meeting of the Evanstown Advisory Committee to discuss this proposal. 
 
c) Old Parish Lane – Traffic issues 
Cllr Galton reported further dangerous incidents caused by traffic issues at Old Parish Lane.  Cllr 
Galton sent the Clerk a list of reported incidents, for consideration of appropriate action. 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk to prepare a letter to Highways, BCBC, listing the dangerous incidents 
reported at Old Parish Lane, and requesting urgent action.   
 
d) Bench installation 
Discussed and resolved under Finance. 
 
e) Mynydd y Gaer Windfarm/Action Group 
The Chair reported that he had received a formal invitation from the Coity Wallia Board of 
Conservators for a representative of OVCC to attend the Mynydd y Gaer meeting on 26th 
November, 7pm at Bryncethin    
 
Resolved:  It was agreed that Cllr Pound would be the appropriate representative from OVCC to 
attend this meeting.   
 
 
f) IT Support 
 
The Clerk outlined the difficulties in not having availability of IT support and proposed appointing 
Konrad to this occasional role.   
 
RESOLVED:  The Clerk to make enquiries with Kondrad about his availability to take on this role. 
 
In view of the Microsoft problems with Teams connection, Cllr Galton proposed having Wi-Fi 
installed at Blackmill Community Hall. 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk to establish costs from suitable providers, based on best coverage, to install 
Wi-Fi at Blackmill Community Hall 
 
g) Events Sub-Committee 



 
As discussed and proposed by the Policy & Strategy Committee meeting: 
 
 i) Halloween Window Competition 
  

To be carried forward to next year. 
 
 ii) Dog-Fouling Schools’ Competition 
 
Resolved:  To accept the costings of Harris Printers, Porthcawl, to produce encapsulated posters, 
as well as the purchase of gift vouchers for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners for the competition. 
 

Councillors from the respective wards would deliver the prizes and certificates to the 
respective schools, with the 2nd & 3rd place posters being laminated and placed on school 
gates. 
 
iv) The Mem – proposed Christmas event 
 

Resolved:  To reject the proposal for supporting the finance for the Christmas event due to the 
financial risk, but to revisit next year. 
 
h) Christmas lights 
 
Resolved:  It was agreed to accept the proposal of Centregreat for the installation of the 
Christmas lights.   
 
It was noted that this was the final year of the contractual agreement and that Christmas lights 
would be reconsidered for next year. 
 
140 Warden vacancy 
 
Resolved:  To progress the Warden vacancy by the Personnel Sub Committee, with the Warden 
being included in establishing the job description. 
 
141 Remembrance Sunday Service 
 
The Clerk confirmed that wreaths for all Wards had been collected from Royal British Legion and 
that arrangements for the Nantymoel Service had been shared.  Councillors would lay wreaths in 
each of the Wards: 
 
Ogmore Vale  Cllr Lloyd 
Nantymoel  Cllr Sherriff 
Evanstown  Cllr Wasley and Cllr Batchelor-Howells 
Blackmill  Cllr Williams 
 
142 Windfarm Fund applications 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the first meeting of the Advisory Sub-Committee had successfully taken 
place and the second meeting would be arranged in the following week. 
 
143 Councillor interviews 



 
The Clerk confirmed that interviews of the 3 co-opted candidates would be taking place the 
following evening. 
 
144 Update on CAT projects 
 
The Chair said that there was no update from the previous month. 
 
145 To receive reports from Councillors 
 
The Chair reported that he had attended a Civic Service, hosted by the Mayor of BCBC on 19th 
October.   The Chair apologized for being unable to attend the recent Windfarm Advisory Group, 
due to a prior engagement.  
 
Cllr Lloyd reported that she had attend the Annual Concert of Ogmore Valley Community Council, 
which was a wonderful event.   
 
146 Planning Applications 

a) No objections or issues were raised. 
 
147 To confirm the date, time and venue of the next Full Council Meeting: 
26th November, 6.30pm, Blackmill Community Centre and on Teams 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 8.40pm 
 

David Pound 
Signed by the Chair, Cllr David Pound      28th October 2025 
 

Bridget Hall 
Clerk to the Council 

clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com 

  



 
October payments 2025 

Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS - DD Hosting website and 
maintenance 

DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff -
employers/ees 
contribution 

DD £199.80 

Bridget Hall Clerk Salary 011125 £995.21 

Scott Allin - ES RFO Salary  021125 £448.51 

Gareth Owens 
- ES 

Warden Salary 041125 £565.06 

HMRC - ES Tax – November 25 615PB00145091 £732.53 

Scott Allin Expenses - travel EXP 25 £15.30 

Cllr Sharon 
Galton 

Expenses – MS 
Office 

EXP 26 £94.08 

Cllr Margaret 
Lloyd 

Large cable ties 
poppies 

EXP 27 £45.90 

Bridget Hall Travel, laminator, 
toner, stapler and 
giftcards 

EXP 28 £250.71 

Ogmore Valley 
Male Voice 
Choir – minute 
125 

Concert printing – 
paid the £100 - 
further £50 request 
for printing 

28102025 – DON 
09 

£50.00 

BYCC Window Guards and 
sand blasting 

DON 10 £2,930.00 

SLCC Membership Fee MEM255745-1 £80.00 

Sunbelt 
Rentals 

Traffic control – 
NantYMoel 
Remembrance 
Service 

28372153 £549.96 

Updates/background 

Clerk Looking at options for changing laptop 

IT support Looking for 2 more hourly estimates for support 

BYCC The request to the Council is as follows:- 
- £2,330 for replacement of window guards by Ogmore 
Valley Services (2nd quote was £2,600 from CAG) plus  
- £600 for the sand blasting by HIS (2nd quote was £800 
from Mark Thomas). 
TOTAL REQUEST - £2,930  

 


