Ogmore Valley Community Council
Cyngor Cymuned Cwm Ogwr
A

Full Council Meeting
Cyfarfod Llawn y Cyngor

Held on

Tuesday 24" February 2026, 6.30 pm at Blackmill Community Hall
and on Teams
Dydd Mawrth 24" Chwefror 2026, 6.30pm ar Blackmill Canolfan
leuenctid a Chymunedol ar Teams

MINUTES

Present:

Clr David Pound (Chair), Cllr Margaret Lloyd, Cllr Susan Palmer, Cllr Colin Taylor,
Cllr Gary Rix, Cllr Dai Jones, Cllr Sheryl Wasley, Cllr Sharon Galton

Clr Craig Batchelor-Howells (on-line) Cllr David Newman (on-line)

Bridget Hall - Clerk, Scott Allin - RFO, Gareth Owens - Warden

In attendance:

Jason Frowen - Council Liaison Officer, BCBC

183  Apologies for absence
Resolved: Apologies from absence from Cllr Terrina Greenslade due to her father’s
illness were accepted.

184 Absences
The Clerk noted that Cllr Hywel Williams was absent from the meeting.

185 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any issues to the
attention of the Council)

There were no Public Address requests.

186 Declarations of Interest
None reported.

187 Introduction to Jason Frowen



188

189

190

The Chair welcome Jason Frowen to the meeting. Jason explained the remit of his role as
Council Liaison Officer, BCBC, which was primarily to improve the relationship and
communications between BCBC and Community Councils. Jason confirmed that all
enquiries should be sent to him via the Clerk.

When asked about the many outstanding maintenance issues in Wards of OVCC,
particularly Evanstown, Jason said that all issues should be sent via the BCBC reporting
system in place and that it was important to retain the incident number for following up.
If this failed, he hoped to be able to progress matters.

Jason referred to the Pride in Place Impact Fund, as well as other possible funding that is
available, for which he would be pleased to share answer queries about. This would be
for capital-only project ideas.

Jason also referred to the Model Charter produced by OVW which contained action
points. This would be forward to the Clerk to share.

The Chair thanked Jason for kindly visiting OVCC; Jason reciprocated his thanks for the
visit and left the meeting.

Warden’s Report
The Warden’s report was considered and duly accepted in his absence.

The Chair referred to the Warden’s suggestion for upfront payment to be made for OVCC
purchases and suggested the acquisition of a credit card that could be used for such
spending.

Resolved: The RFO to explore the acquisition of a credit card and to put together a
proposal for consideration at the next meeting.

Clerk’s Report
The Clerk’s report was considered and duly accepted.

The Chair referred to the Clerk’s future attainment of a full SLCC qualification. He
explained that, for the Council to gain a GPOC (General Power of Competence) status, a
local council would need to meet two criteria: having a SLCC qualified clerk and at least
two-thirds of its councillors to be elected (rather than co-opted).

GPOC was a legal power introduced in the UK that allows eligible local councils to actin
the same way as an individual. This would be needed when applying for grants and
funding.

Cllr Galton thanked the Clerk for her clear, concise report and hard work.

Financial Matters
Resolved: The payments for February 2026 were approved, with the exception of the
Centregreat invoice.

Resolved - To increase Warden's pay to £12.71 from 1 April 2026 so that it complies with
minimum wage legislation. This will give pay rates as follows from 1 April 2026:-

Clerk (point 20) from £16.37 per hour to £16.90

RFO (point 13) from £14.60 per hour to £15.06

Warden (point 2) from £12.26 per hourto £12.71
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Resolved: The Clerk to write to Centregreat, outlining complaints and asking for their
comments and proposed resolution to the matter.

The RFO referred to Councillors expenses which were due to be paid. The Chair stated
that he did not wish to take his expenses but was considering donating these funds as a
split between schools.

Resolved: The bank reconciliation to 31° January 2026 was accepted.
Resolved: The expenditure against the budget to end January 2026 was accepted.
Cllr Galton thanked the RFO for his hard work.

To consider applications for Donations and Grants
None received.

Approval of Minutes and Recommendations
Full Council Minutes - 27" January 2026
Resolved: The Minutes were accepted.

Extraordinary Full Council - 13" February 2026

Resolved: The Minutes were approved, which contained the approval of the
purchase of a grit bin.

Cllr Rix confirmed that the grit bin had been ordered.

Policy & Strategy Committee - 17" February 2026

i) EOI Polytunnels, Evanstown

Resolved: To proceed with an EOI for the management of the Polytunnels, Evanstown,
subject to the outcome of a public meeting in Evanstown, to be called and arranged by
the Clerk.

ii) Safeguarding Policy
Resolved: To accept and implement the proposed Safeguarding Policy.

Evanstown Matters Working Group - 17'" February 2026
i) Evanstown Community Hall
Resolved: The minutes were approved.

Resolved: The Clerk to contact Jane Gebbie, Deputy Leader, BCBC, to explain the
situation with Evanstown Community Hall and request keys for access to the building.
Resolved: The Clerk to contact the current Trustees of Evanstown Community Hall to
ask for a meeting within one week. If this is not achieved, further action to be taken to be
decided at next Council meeting.

The Chair explained the set-up of a recreational Charity to acquire assets for the benefit
of the community, which could also cover all other CAT projects. The Chair said that the
administration of the Trust would be carried out by the Council but the Trust would allow
employees to be appointed to carry out the admin. Funds such as a National Lottery, etc,
could then be raised for projects. However, as a Community Council, we would be
unable to do this without GPOC status.



The Chair asked if the Council wished to consider and approve the formation of a
Recreation Trust.

Resolved: To approve in principle the formation of a Recreation Trust, as outlined.

The motion was moved unanimously

ii) Maintenance issues at Evanstown

Resolved: Clerk to gather proof of complaints reported and emails sent to BCBC. To be
reviewed further at the next meeting of Full Council, when Ombudsman referral would
then be considered.

Events Working Group

The Chair pointed out that Terms of Reference had not been approved for an Events’
Working Group and suggested such are prepared and submitted for approval at the next
Full Council.

Proposed events were discussed:

i) Nantymoel Party in the Park, 4" July. It was proposed that OVCC take a
stand at this eventand provide face-painting or similar activities. ltwas suggested
that a gazebo is purchased in order to attend this and other similar events.
Resolved: To approve in principle, OVCC to take a stand at Nantymoel Party in the Park,
subject to cost and other factors, for further discussion at the next meeting of Council.
Resolved: To approve in principle the purchase of a gazebo.

Cllr Jones to prepare quotes for the purchase of such, with a comparison between plain
and printed versions..

Cllr Rix left the meeting due to a work issue
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ii) Schools’ Easter Egg Hunt

Cllr Galton outlined the proposal to run a Schools’ Easter Egg Hunt, at a budget of up to
£1000. This was agreed unanimously.

Resolved: To runthe Schools’ Easter Egg Hunt with a budget of up to £1000.

iii) Christmas Lights

Complaints regarding the Christmas Lights were discussed and it was agreed that a
letter to Centregreat should be prepared outlining the issues and asking for a revision of
the invoice.

Resolved: The Clerk to prepare a letter of complaint to Centregreat (as per the earlier
resolution under Finance)

Election of OVCC positions
Vice Chair of OVCC
Resolved: Cllr Sharon Galton was elected Vice Chair

Policy & Strategy Committee
Resolved: Cllr Sharon Galton was elected Vice Chair.
Resolved: Cllr Gary Rix and elected to the Committee

Finance & General Committee
Resolved: Cllr Gary Rix was elected Vice Chair

Resolved: Cllr David Newman was elected to the Committee

Personnel Committee
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Resolved: Cllr Sharon Galton was elected Vice Chair
Resolved Cllr David Newman was elected to the Committee

Disciplinary Committee
Resolved: Cllr Sharon Galton was elected to the Committee

Matters arising from previous minutes:

Parish Lane Traffic issues

Cllr Galton said residents are angry that this matter was not receiving attention from
BCBC.

Resolved: Clerk to seek the assistance of Jason Frowen in resolving this matter

Installation of Wifi at Blackmill Community Hall

It was agreed that the internet access provided by the dongle was not sufficient for
needs. The Chair proposed that the Clerk resumed action in seeking a quote for the
provision of Wifi Blackmill Community Hall.

Resolved: The Clerk to resume seeking a quote from Sky or BT for the provision of Wifi.

Purchase of Lectern & Speaker

The Clerk confirmed that a lectern & speaker had been purchased from Amazon and was
currently being held by Clir Galton. A permanent location for storage would be
established.

Adverstisement for Co-opted Councillor vacancies in Nantymoel & Evanstown
Wards
Resolved: The Clerk to arrange advertisements for both vacancies.

Code of Conduct

CllrWasley’s proposal was considered, which provided a guideline of basic requirements
of conduct.

Cllr Lloyd asked for the addition of on-line meeting attendees to announce their joining
and leaving an on-line meeting. This was agreed.

Resolved: To adopt the Code of Conduct in principle, subject to review of an amended
document at the next Full Council meeting

To review Leave of Absence Conditions
Resolved: This matter to be deferred to the next Full Council meeting.

To review and confirm procedure in relation to Declarations of Interest where a
Councillor requests Leave of absence
Resolved: This matter to be deferred to the next Full Council meeting.

To establish possible funding for heating/solar panels for Blackmill Community
Centre

Resolved: The Clerk to investigate possible funding for the provision of heating at
Blackmill Community Centre

Cllr Rix returned to the meeting

200

Good Things National Inclusion Network (item was moved to the end of the meeting)
Cllr Rix briefly explained that this initiative assisted elderly or vulnerable adults with
training to attempt to tackle technology. Itis a free of charge training website that can be



done on an individual basis or could be run by the Community Council. Another benefit
would be to apply for funding provided for tech items such as devices and data sims.
Resolved: OVCC to join the National Inclusion Network

201 Ogmore Washeries

a) Flytipping at the Washeries
Cllr Lloyd reported the increase and problems with the flytipping at the Washeries and
asked for the Community Council to requested BCBC to deal with this problem.
Resolved: Clerk to seek Jason Frowen’s assistance in this matter.

b) Email from Liam Olds, Director of Science & Research, Glo | Natur CIC
A communication to OVCC from Liam Olds was considered, in which Liam asked about
the intention of replacing the Warden position. Liam also outlined the importance of the
biodiversity at this site and how Glo Natur could work with OVCC in this area.
Resolved: To invite Laim Olds to a meeting of Full Council and consider the suggestion
further.

202 Bus stops/shelters in Evanstown
Cllr Batchelor-Howells’ proposal for the provision of shelters at particular bus stops in
two locations in Evanstown was considered.
Resolved: Clerk to ask BCBC to install bus shelters in the two specified locations in
Evanstown.

203 Transfer of old OVCC website to new website
Resolved: Clerk to enquire with Konrad for an estimation of the time this would take
and refer back to the next meeting of Full Council.

204 Covid Reflection Day
Resolved: It was agreed not to join the Covid Reflection Day.

205 BAVO Unsung Heroes
Resolved: Councillors to make nominations individually, rather than as a Community
Council.

206 Councillor Report
Clr Wasley reported that Michelle Norman, former Chair of Evanstown Committee,
has sadly passed away and requested that flowers or a letter of sympathy is sent,
particularly in view of her hard work and contribution to the community.
Resolved: Clerk to establish whether it was permitted for Council funds to be spent on
floral tributes, and to send an expression of sympathy accordingly.

207 To confirm the date, time and venue of the next Full Council Meeting
The next meeting was confirmed to take place on Tuesday 31° March 2026, 6.30pm at
Blackmill Community Hall and on Teams.
The Chair closed the meeting at 9pm

David Pound

Signed by the Chair, Clir David Pound 24t February 2026

Bridget Hald
Clerk to the Council — clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com



