
Ogmore Valley Community Council  
Cyngor Cymuned Cwm Ogwr  

  
 

Full Council Meeting  
Cyfarfod Llawn y Cyngor  

 
Held on 

 

Tuesday 28th April 2026, 6.30 pm at Blackmill  
Youth & Community Hall and on Teams 

Dydd Mawrth 28th Ebrill 2026, 6.30pm ar Blackmill Canolfan Ieuenctid a 
Chymunedol ar Teams  

 

MINUTES  
 

Present:  
Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells (Acting Chair), Cllr Margaret Lloyd, Cllr Colin Taylor, 
Cllr Dai Jones, Cllr Hywel Williams, Cllr Terrina Greenslade, Cllr Susan Palmer,  
Cllr Sheryl Wasley 
Bridget Hall - Clerk 
 
Due to the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, it was unanimously agreed that  
Cllr Batchelor-Howells would be Acting Chair for the meeting. 
 
238 Apologies for absence 

Resolved:  Apologies for absence were accepted from: Cllr David Pound due to 
illness, Cllr Sharon Galton due to illness, Cllr David Newman due to work travel 
issues, Scott Allin due to annual leave and Gareth Owens due to family 
bereavement.  
 

239 Absences 
No further absences were noted by the Clerk. 

 
240 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any issues to 

the attention of the Council) 
No requests received. 

 
241 Declarations of Interest 



Resolved:  To accept declarations of interest from Cllr Wasley, Cllr Williams and Cllr 
Batchelor-Howells in regard to item 245, the application for a Donation/Grant from 
Abercerdin School, where the Councillors are all School Governors. 

 
242 Warden’s Report 
The Warden’s report was approved.  Expressions of sympathy were extended to the 
Warden on the bereavement of his father. 
 
243 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk’s report was approved. 
 
244 Finance 
a) Resolved:  To approve payments for April 2026, as itemized in annex A.   
b) Resolved:  To approve the bank reconciliation to end of March 2026 
c) Resolved:  To accept the expenditure against the budget to end March 2026 
 
245 To consider applications for donations and grants 
a) Abercerdin school 
Cllr Wasley, Cllr Williams and Cllr Batchelor-Howells left the meeting whilst this matter 
was being considered, due to their declarations of interest. 
 
After much discussion, it was considered that this application, if fully approved, would 
set a precedent with other schools in Ogmore Valley, as well as the opinion that the 
‘extras’ as listed, were not essential.  Therefore, the following was agreed unanimously: 
 
Resolved:  To offer the reduced amount of £500 towards the cost of  Abercerdin School 
trips, as outlined in the application (Sum requested:  £731 excluding optional extras; 
£1,041.65  including optional extras). 
 
The Clerk noted Councillors’ suggestions that ‘optional extras’ could have been more 
clearly explained. 
 
Resolved:  For the same funding to be available to the other schools In Ogmore Valley 
for school trips. 
 
Cllr Wasley, Cllr Williams and Cllr Batchelor-Howells returned to the meeting. 
 
The Councillors who had left the meeting expressed their disappointment with this 
reduced amount and requested the Clerk to itemize the points made, leading to the 
reduced amount allocated.   Cllr Jones remonstrated these comments.   
 
Cllr Batchelor-Howells said he wanted to make the point that he was offended by Cllr 
Jones’ comments.   Cllr Jones apologized, which he said was unintended to offend.  Cllr 
Batchelor-Howells asked for this to be minuted. 
 
246 To consider a request for the installation of a bench at Stormy Lane – proposed 
by Cllr Dai Jones 



Cllr Jones said that he had received this request from a resident and explained that the 
location of the bench was half-way up a steep hill which would be a welcomed respite 
for residents climbing the hill.   
 
The Clerk reminded Councillors that there was £15,000 in the budget for the provision of 
benches to be shared equally between wards. 
 
Resolved:  To accept in principle the proposal for a new bench, subject to application by 
the resident.  
Resolved:  Clerk to liaise with RFO in regard to costing and installation options and to be 
reviewed at the next Full Council meeting. 
 
247 Approval of Minutes and Recommendations 
a) Full Council Meeting March 2026 
Resolved:  To accept the Minutes of the last Full Council meeting without amendment. 
 
b) Events’ Working Group  
Resolved:  To accept the Minutes of the Events’ Working Group. 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact BCBC to request that overgrown conifers in OV are lopped. 
Resolved:  To approve the purchase of the gazebo, as per Cllr Jones’ proposal, to include 
banners and promotional items within the budget of £300, as previously agreed. 
Resolved:  Clerk to set up a meeting with BCBC street lighting department to discuss a 
quote for Christmas lights for OV.     
Resolved:  To accept the Clerk’s suggestion for the nomination of two community 
representatives from each Ward, to be included in the meeting with BCBC, as above.  
Positions to be advertised on social media. 
 
c) Evanstown Working Group 
Resolved:  To accept the Minutes of the Evanstown Working Group. 
 
248 Ogmore Valley Awards 
Resolved:  To approve the proposal for combined School and Community Awards.   
 
249 Halo 
Resolved: Clerk to contact Halo and point out that a quote/proposal for facilities/staffing 
for special needs children was not included in their revised submission and to ask Halo 
to further revise their application to include this. 
 
Cllr Wasley pointed out that there was no such facility, as provided by Halo, in Evanstown 
and this was something that she would be looking to facilitate. 
 
250 To confirm vacancies for Co-Opted Councillors 
Resolved:  Clerk to advertise these vacancies in the following week. 
 
251 Matters arising from previous minutes: 
a) Parish Lane traffic issues 
This matter was deferred, due to Cllr Galton’s absence. 



 
b) Evanstown maintenance matters 
Cllr Wasley was somewhat hopeful of an improvement in the situation. 
 
c) Welfare Hall update 
This matter was deferred, due to Cllr Pound’s absence. 
 
252 Blackmill Bridge upgrade 
This matter was deferred, due to Cllr Galton’s absence. 
 
253 To consider call for public meeting at Nantymoel, re Huw Irranca Davies MS’ 
suggestion 
Resolved:  Clerk to inform Huw Irranca-Davies that this was not deemed necessary and 
that this matter would be reported to BCBC via the Clerks’ reporting line. 
 
254 To receive reports from Councillors 
Cllr Lloyd reported that, following discussions at the Events’ Working Group, she had 
been unable to progress the suggestion of the purchase of trophies/lanyards/badges as 
the relevant shop had not been open but that she had spoken to the owner and had 
established approximate costings, to be confirmed once the shop was open. 
 
Cllr Lloyd reported that Ogmore Priide had requested funding from OVCC for the 
purchase of paint and incidentals for the maintenance of benches in OV.   
Resolved:  This request was approved in principle, subject to appropriate application to 
be confirmed by RFO.  
 
Cllr Lloyd reported that Glenda’s husband had passed away and that she had sent a card 
in sympathy from OVCC. 
 
Cllr Wasley  reported that she had hand delivered a letter of condolences following the 
passing of Michelle, the former Chair of Evanstown Community Centre.  Cllr Wasley had 
said that forget-me-not flowers would be planted at the Community Centre planter in her 
memory, when the Warden returns following his bereavement leave.   
 
Cllr Wasley  reported that the new Head Teacher at Abercerdin School new Head 
Teacher was very encouraging in the community. 
 
Cllr Wasley reported that Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells was now School Governor at 
Abercerdin school 
 
Cllr Jones requested the provision of funding for the purchase of flowers for Nantymoel.   
Resolved:  This request was approved in principle, subject to the appropriate form of 
application, to be confirmed by RFO. 
 
Cllr Greenslade reported that, following an approach from BAVO to run an initiative 
called The Cupboard which provided families with free toiletries and other items from 
Amazon, she was very proud to have instigated the scheme to run from The Mem which 



was a great success.   To date, over 3,600 items had been delivered to The Mem for 
distribution to the Community.  This facility was open to the whole of Ogmore Valley, 
 
255 Planning application 
None submitted. 
 
256 To confirm the date, time and venue of the next Full Council Meeting 
The next meeting was confirmed to take place on Tuesday 26th May 2026, 6.30pm at 
Blackmill Community Hall and on Teams.  The Clerk reminded Councillors this would be 
preceded on the same date by the Annual Meeting. 
 
The Acting Chair closed the meeting at 8.35pm 
  

Craig Batchelor-Howells 
Signed by the Acting Chair, Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells     28th April 2026 

Bridget Hall  
 Clerk to the Council – clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com 

 
  

mailto:clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com


Annex A 

April payments 2026 

Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS – DD Hosting website 
and maintenance 

DD £30.00 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff 
-employers/ees 
contribution 

DD £227.11 

Information 
Commissioner’s 
Office 

Data Protection 
fee 

DD £47.00 

Bridget Hall -
ES 

Clerk Salary 010126 £1,130.31 
 

Scott Allin - ES RFO Salary  020126 £509.03 

Gareth Owens - 
ES 

Warden Salary 030126 £644.41 

HMRC - ES Tax – April 26 615PB00145091 £858.06 

Bridget Hall Travel, toner & 
paper 

EXP 1 £60.49 

Cllr Sharon 
Galton 

Expenses – MS 
Office 

EXP 2 £104.33 

Scott Allin Travel, paper & 
stamps 

EXP 3 £38.48 

Cllr Dai Jones Expenses – 
stickers for Eggs 

EXP 4 £65.07 

OV Darts – 
minute 224 b 

Support for Group DON 1 £500.00 

Audit Wales Fees for 23/24 ARINV/013195 £206.00 

 

 


