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MINUTES

Present:

Clr David Pound (Chair), Cllr Sharon Galton (Vice-Chair), Cllr Margaret Lloyd,

Clr Colin Taylor, Cllr Gary Rix, Cllr Dai Jones, Cllr Hywel Williams, Cllr Terrina Greenslade,
Clr Craig Batchelor-Howells (on-line)

Bridget Hall - Clerk, Scott Allin - RFO

In attendance:

Liam Olds, Ogmore Vale Washeries

Dale Coles, Halo

215 Apologies for absence
Resolved: Apologies for absence were accepted from: Cllr Susan Palmer due to illness;
Cllr David Newman due to coaching commitments; Cllr Sheryl Wasley due to vehicle
breakdown, Gareth Owens (Warden) due to annual leave.

216 Absences
No further absences were noted by the Clerk.

217 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any issues to the
attention of the Council)
No requests received.

218 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Rix declared his interest in the Ogmore Vale Darts initiative, item 224 (b).



Item 223 Finance was brought forward to this slot due to the RFO needing to leave the
meeting early in order to complete urgent end-of-year financial transactions

223 Finance

a) Resolved: To approve payments for March 2026, as itemized in the annex.

Resolved: To approve power tool items, as listed by the Warden amounting to £465. (No
purchase of weedkiller due to use of which created environmental issues.)

Resolved: Clerk to ask Konrad if he could take on management of the OVCC website and
establish his charge —to be referred back to the next Full Council meeting.

Resolved: It was agreed that Centregreat’s invoice of £17,500 should be paid and that
consideration should be given whether to challenge this costing at a later date.

Resolved: To reimburse Cllr Jones for his purchase of OVCC stickers amounting to £40 + £50 for
the Easter Eggs for schools, to be taken from the funds forwarded to Cllr Galton for this initiative.
b) Resolved: To approve the bank reconciliation to end of March 2026

c) Resolved: To accept the expenditure against the budget to end March 2026

219 Presentation by Liam Olds, Ogmore Vale Washeries

Liam Olds introduced himself and explained his role as Founder of Glo i Natur CIC, established
in 2020 and focused on Ogmore Vale Washeries. Liam said that this site was one of the most
important wildlife sites in the Ogmore Valley and beyond, where the variety of habitats created
by the former coal washery supported a diverse range of rare and declining wildlife. It was Glo |
Natur’s mission to protect, restore and enhance the unique biodiversity of this site and would
welcome working with OVCC to achieve this.

Liam referred to the previous role of the OVCC Warden, who offered great support to the site, and
wondered if there was possibility of such further support being available in the future.

The Chair agreed that this was an important site and should be supported, if possible. The Chair
asked Liam to prepare a proposed programme with costings, for OVCC to consider. This should
include details of the need for a Warden’s support, as well as outlining the opportunity to include
education.

Cllr Batchelor-Howells referred to the Nature Trail at Evanstown and asked Liam to visit the site
to see if there was an opportunity there also, which Liam agreed to.

Resolved: To consider funding in support of Ogmore Vale Washeries site, which would include
an education programme, support of an OVCC Warden and observations on Evanstown Nature
Trail: To be reviewed following receipt of such a proposal from Liam Olds.

The Chair thanked Liam for his presentation. Liam Olds left the meeting.

220 Presentation by Dale Coles, HALO

Dale Coles introduced himself and referred to the circulated accounts with a request for
increased funding from the 2025 amount of £5,626 to £6,991 for 2026/27. This was to cover the
funding of the 2026 Active Life Programme.

Dale explained the reason for the increased amount was to cover the higher cost of running the
programme, including the increase of the National minimum wage.

The Chair pointed out that this funding application should have been submitted in
September/October of last year; hence the OVCC budget for 2026 had already been allocated at
the lower amount.



Cllr Lloyd asked if there was provision for children with special needs. Dale explained that this
had not been possible due to the special training for staff and facilities required for staff which
the budget did not cover.

The Chair asked Dale to prepare a costing for the provision of facilities and staff for children with
special needs. Cllr Galton added that it would be useful to see the qualification of number of
days provided, so it was clear what was being funded.

Resolved: Upon receipt of costings to provide facilities to cover special needs children, this
would be presented to Full Council for further consideration

The Chair thanked Dale for his presentation. Dale left meeting

221 Warden’s Report

The Warden’s request for funding for the various power tools, as listed, was approved. However,
the Round-Up weedkiller was rejected due to the environmental issues the use of this presented
(as referred to in the Finance item earlier.

Cllr Williams suggested the Warden received training for safe use of weedkiller, which could then
permit safe use of such, if agreed.

222 Clerk’s Report

The report contained arequest from the Clerk to carry forward annual leave to the following year,
which she had been unable to take due to workload.

The Chair proposed that 7 days leave ould be carried forward but the Clerk should, instead,
receive payment in lieu for the remaining unused leave days. The Clerk left the meeting whilst
this was being discussed.

Resolved: Clerk to receive payment in lieu for days leave outstanding May 2025 to 31 March
2026.

223 Finance
Moved to earlier slot

224 To consider applications for donations/grants
a) Huw Davies OVLHS, Luigi Lusardi Photographic Competition
Resolved: It was agreed to support this event on an annual basis for a total of £300, subject to
the following stipulations:
e OVCC to be satisfied of a fair distribution of the funds
o Anupdated application is made annually
e Nojudges are to compete in the competition
e Two OVCC Councillors are to be on the panel of 5 judges
e The support of OVCC is to be advertised
Cllr Rix returned to the meeting

b) Ogmore Vale Darts Academy
Resolved: To agree to funding of £450 as a one-off payment, subject to the following
stipulations:

e The Constitution is provided

e Signed minutes of the first meeting are available

e Abankaccountissetup



Cllr Rix said he would provide the above. Clir Rix said that £1k had already been raised towards
the £2k cost of setting up.

225  Approval of Minutes

a) Resolved: To accept the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 27" February 2026.
B Resolved: To accept the Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 12" March
2026.

226 Ogmore Valley Welfare Hall

The letter from Kerry Mack regarding her group’s interest in Ogmore Valley Welfare Hall was
considered.

Resolved: It was agreed that the Clerk should reply to the letter, stating that OVCC would
continue to liaise only with the existing lawful Trustee.

The Chairreminded the meeting that a decision in principle had previously been agreed for OVCC
to act as Trustee, if requested by the current Trustee, who is the only person who is lawfully
permitted to take decisions on the future of the Welfare Hall. Until such a time, no action may
be taken. Should there be such a request from the Trustee, then a meeting would be called by
parties concerned to progress.

The Chair confirmed that he had written to the charities who originally had an interest in the
Welfare Hall, most of which are no longer in existence, and they had been given 30 days to reply
stating an interest in involvement. If no such response is received by the end of this period, then
it would be assumed that they do not want involvement, following which any party with an
interest would be invited to express an interest. If dissolved, it would be the Charity Commission
who decides the future.

227 Election of OVCC Councillor as School Governor at Nantymoel Primary school
Resolved: Cllr Terrina Greenslade was voted for unanimously

228 To confirm the vacancies for the Co-opted Councillors
Resolved: The Clerk to advertise the vacancies publicly.

229 Matters arising from previous minutes

a) Parish Lane traffic issues
Cllr Galton gave an update on the continuing dangerous situation of this road.
b) Installation of Wifi at Blackmill Community Hall

The Clerk reported that she had submitted a request to Royal Mail for the registration of the
address for Blackmill Youth & Community Hall. Once this was active, Sky had confirmed that
Wifi could be installed at the address but were not permitted to do so to an unregistered address.
c) Transfer of data from old to new website.

The Clerk reported that Konrad had confirmed he could do this at the cost of approximately £200
Resolved: The Clerk to give permission to Konrad to proceed with this task.

230 Caedu Park

a) Basketball Site

The Chair asked Councillors thought that t would be a management of it and future
managements costs which should be minimal.

Majority agreed

Resolved: It was agreed that OVCC would proceed with an EOI on this site

b) EOIl to be submitted for the adjacent piece of land

Resolved: It was agreed to postpone this possible action.



231 Events’ Working Group

Cllr Galton said that the Easter Egg Hunt for schools had proceeded well and thanked all who
supported it.

Resolved: To set up an Events Working Group prior to the next Full Council meeting

232 Evanstown

a) Maintenance

The Clerk reported that, with the new BCBC reporting system was now in place for use of Clerks,
this should improve maintenance.

b) Evanstown Community Centre

Resolved: It was agreed that an EOI should be submitted to BCBC as soon as possible.
Resolved: A meeting has been arranged with Evanstown Trustees for 6.30pm on Thursday 23"
Aprilin Evanstown.

233 Declarations of Interest/Leave of Absence

Cllr Rix stated that it must be remembered that, should a Councillor be present on-line at
meetings when matters refer to that individual, they should be asked to leave the meeting
temporarily to allow free discussion.

234 Ogmore Valley Community Awards 2026
Resolved: It was agreed that the Events’ Committee would progress.

235 Toreceive reports from Councillors
Deferred as there were no urgent matters.

236 Planning application: Planning application consultation P/26/156/0UT Land to rear
of 30-32 High Street, Ogmore Vale, CF32 7AD - Erection of 2-bedroom dwelling
Resolved: Clerk to re-send planning application details to Councillors to consider further.

237 To confirm the date, time and venue of the next Full Council Meeting
The next meeting was confirmed to take place on Tuesday 28" April 2026, 6.30pm at Blackmill
Community Hall and on Teams.

The Chair closed the meeting at 8.40pm

David Pound
Signed by the Chair, ClIr David Pound 31st March 2026
2026
Bridget Haldld
Clerk to the Council — clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com



