
Ogmore Valley Community Council 
Cyngor Cymuned Cwm Ogwr 

 

Full Council Meeting 
Cyfarfod Llawn y Cyngor 

Tuesday 21st May 2024, 7:00 pm at Blackmill Youth and Community 
Centre 

Dydd Mawrth 21st Mai 2024, 7:00PM ar Blackmill Canolfan Ieuenctid a 
Chymunedol 

 

MINUTES 
 

In attendance 
 

Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells (Chair) 
Cllr David Pound (Vice Chair) 

Cllr Julia Jones 
Cllr Sheryl Wasley 
Cllr David Newman 
Cllr Margaret Lloyd 

 
Gareth Owens – Warden 
Niamh Gwilym – Clerk 

 
Before the meeting commenced, Cllr Pound noted that items 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33 
may require a motion requiring written notice before proceeding. It was clarified that 
items 29-32 will require a motion requiring written notice to be delivered to the Clerk 
and thus will not be discussed in this agenda. This was proposed by Cllr Pound and 
moved by Cllr Batchelor-Howells. Cllr Wasley noted that she could direct her queries 
to the Clerk for further enquiries.  
 
19 Apologies for Absence  

 

Cllr Dhanisha Patel 

Cllr Hywel Williams 

Cllr Angela Jones 

Cllr Geoff Sheriff 

 

Scott Allin – RFO 



Ashleigh Davies - Warden 

 

Resolved: Members unanimously accepted the apologies for absence. 

 

20 New Councillor 

 

The Council welcomed our new Councillor, Cllr Julia Jones.  

 

21 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any 

issues to the attention of the council) TEN MINUTES SESSION ONLY 

 

Terrina Greenslade, Rachel Morton and Geoff Whittington were in attendance. 

 

22 Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council's Code of 

Conduct & Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 

 

No declarations.  

 

23 Geoff Whittington, and Rachel Morton from REACH 

 

Geoff Whittington, the architect of the Caedu Park designs, introduced a first draft 

analysis and masterplan of the Caedu CAT for the Councillors to review and discuss. 

It was suggested that Geoff sends the copies electronically for Councillors to review 

additionally in their own time, and to return amendments within a fortnight for the 

final drafting. Rachel Morton from REACH will enquire into collaborating with the 

Bowls Club to hold a public consultation. Cllr Pound also asked Rachel if she could 

enquire into confirmation regarding CAT’s appropriateness as the use of land is 

restricted by a covenant.  

 

The Clerk would circulate the copies from Geoff amongst the Council.  

 

The Council thanked Geoff and Rachel for their time. Geoff and Rachel left the 

meeting.  
 

24 Warden’s’ report – to receive report (Annex A) 

 (a) Ashleigh 

 

The Councillors read Ashleigh’s report. The Clerk clarified that they asked Ashleigh 

to remove the exact details of her hours due to ongoing discussions of her job 

description.  

 

 (b) Gareth 

 



The Councillors read Gareth’s report. Gareth discussed the vandalism at the 

polytunnels, but noted the police are aware. Cllr Wasley asked about the bench 

repairs in Evanstown, Gareth confirmed they will been repaired this week.  

 

Gareth left the meeting.  
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL (approx. 7:20pm) 

 

25 Approval of Minutes and Recommendations: 

 (a) Draft Full Council Meeting 26th March 2024 – Annex B 

 

Resolved: to Approve the Minutes of the 26th of March 2024 Full Council 

Meeting.  

 

 (b) Draft Policy and Strategy Committee Meeting 4th April 2024– Annex C 

 

Resolved: to Approve the Minutes of the 4th April 2024 Policy and Strategy 

Committee Meeting. To Approve the Recommendations made by the Policy 

and Strategy Committee. To defer the organisation of the Remembrance 

Concert to the Policy and Strategy Committee.    

 

 (c) Extraordinary Meeting 13th May 2024 – Annex D 

 

Resolved: to Approve the Minutes of the 13th May 2024 Extraordinary Meeting.  

 

 (d) Draft Inquorate Full Council Meeting 5th March 2024 – Annex E 

 

Resolved: to Approve the Minutes of the 5th March 2024 Inquorate Full Council 

Meeting.  

 

 (e) Draft Inquorate Full Council Meeting 30th April 2024 – Annex F 

 

Resolved: to Approve the Minutes of the 30th April 2024 Inquorate Full Council 

Meeting.  

  

  

26 Matters Arising from previous meetings and agenda: 
 

 Council Meeting (Annex B) 

- Annual Report (item 172) 

 

The Clerk has circulated a copy of the Annual Report based on the 

recommendations of the last Full Council Meeting. It was brought to the Clerk’s 

attention that they had misunderstood the discussion of the previous meeting, 



whereby it was agreed that all figures of spending would be removed from the 

Annual Report. The Clerk had left in the Windfarm spending accounts. The Council 

agreed for this to be removed and for the report to be printed and circulated in 

popular hubs such as the Halo Centre and the Mem.  

Resolved: The Clerk to remove the windfarm funding table and to approve the 

Annual Report. The Clerk to print the report and publicise throughout the 

Community.  

 

- Bus Shelter and Insurance 

 

It was noted that the bus shelter might be covered by our insurance. However, the 

insurance cannot confirm unless we initiate a claim. The excess on the policy is 

£250.00, unfortunately the insurance company cannot say what impact it will have on 

our premium. The Council’s current premium is £1,545.99, therefore if the premium 

were to increase, this would still be more cost effective than paying for the cost of the 

bus shelter.  

Cllr Pound proposed that the Council contact the insurance company to repair the 

bus shelter, Cllr Batchelor-Howells seconded.  

Resolved: The Clerk to contact the insurance company to repair the bus 

shelter.  

 

- Playscheme Funding 

 

It was noted that the playscheme runs for 11 weeks; 2 in Easter, 1 in the May half 

term, 6 in the summer, 1 in October and 1 in February. The breakdown of the costs 

were discussed, explaining that the hall hire would essentially cost £3.80 per hour for 

a total of 220 hours. It was questioned why Halo is charging for hall hire and how 

many weeks the playscheme ran for last year. Moreover, it was discussed if there is 

a register of the children attending to review the whole benefit to the community. It 

was noted that there would be a separate charge of £614.12. Cllr Wasley questioned 

whether BCBC has a duty to provide out of school playschemes and activities. Cllr 

Pound will approach Ogmore Vale Primary School for potential use of their hall to 

provide activities. The Council discussed with Terrina about the possibility of Positive 

Programmes, however they would not be suitable for a playscheme.  

 

Resolved: for Cllr Pound to contact Ogmore Vale Primary School for potential 

use of their hall. The Clerk to contact Halo regarding why they are charging for 

the hall, how many weeks they ran the scheme for last year, and if they use a 

register. The Clerk to contact BCBC regarding responsibility to provide out of 

school activities.  

 



- Attendance at Monthly Surgery 

 

Cllr Pound and Cllr Lloyd attended BCBC Cllr Hughes’ last surgery, and agreed that 

Councillors would attend the surgery as and when available.  

 

- Warden Job Description (OVW) 

 

It was noted that at the March Full Council Meeting, it was recommended that we 

would get in touch with One Voice Wales for advice regarding the warden’s job 

description and consultancy/attendance at the Personnel Committee meeting. It was 

noted that this the rate of this service is £65 per hour, the HR consultant, Paul Egan, 

advises it would take approximately 4-5 hours. This would cost between £260 to 

£325. The Council agreed that they would not pursue the OVW consultant. Instead, 

the Personnel Committee would meet to discuss Ashleigh’s job description on the 

28th May. 

 

Resolved: To decline OVW consultancy and defer job description discussions 

to Personnel Committee on the 28th May 2024.  

 

27 Finances – 2023/24 

(a) formal approval of payments April and May 24 – Annex G 

 

Resolved: to approve the Payments as attached in the Appendix. 

 

(b) formal approval of the bank reconciliation March and April 24– Annex 

H 

 

Resolved – To approve the bank reconciliation for March and April 2024. 

(c) expenditure against the budget end of March and April 24 – Annex I 

 

Resolved – To approve the expenditure versus budget report to end of March and 

April 2024. 

 

28       Ratify Co-Option Declaration – Annex J 

 

Resolved: To accept the Co-Option Declaration. Cllr Greenslade joined the 

meeting as Councillor capacity.  

 

29 BAVO Membership – Cllr Batchelor-Howells 

 

Resolved: Cllr Batchelor-Howells to send written motion to the Clerk. 

 

30 Tiny Forests – Cllr Batchelor-Howells 



 

Resolved: Cllr Batchelor-Howells to send written motion to the Clerk. 

 

31 Remembrance Concert – Cllr Geoff Sherriff 

 

Resolved: as per the recommendations of the Policy and Strategy Committee, 

to discuss organisation during the next Policy and Strategy Committee.  

 

32 OVSA Summer Fete – Cllr Margaret Lloyd 

 

Resolved: Cllr Lloyd to send written motion to the Clerk. 

 

33 Bowls Club Windfarm Funding 

 

The Bowls Club would like to use existing Pennant Walters money from a previous 
project (that was unspent and halted due to a BCBC project in the nearby site) to 
complete their balcony. The balcony was the subject of the 23/24 windfarm funding 
application, whereby the Council funded half the project.  
 
Resolved: The Clerk to report Pennant Walters the facts and let them decide, 
recommend to support the application of change of funds due to the value that 
the bowls club contribute to the community.  
 

 

34 Windfarm Application Process – Annex K 

 

The nature of revenue costs was discussed and it was enquired who designed the 

existing application. It was noted that Councillor training has advised against 

providing only half of the funding asked for in the application and should be 

considered moving forward. It was noted that the Council should review applicant’s 

bank statements moving forward to ensure that the funding is being spent fairly.  

 

Resolved: The Clerk to enquire ownership of funding requirements to see if 

the funding requirements need to be altered.  

 

The meeting ran over the 2-hour mark, it was agreed to enter into the additional 30 

minutes allowed under exceptional circumstances.  

 

35 Ogmore Valley Priide Container Lease – Annex L 

 

Cllr Pound illustrated the core points of the lease. Cllr Pound advised that Cllr Patel, 

in her capacity as a solicitor, to read the lease and advise whether it is appropriate 

for use.  

 

Resolved: The Clerk to gain guidance from Cllr Patel regarding the lease.  



 

36 To consider applications for donations and grants: 

- Abercerdin School £250 – Annex M 

 

Cllr Wasley explained the rationale for the donation. Cllr Pound asked for clarification 

of whether the group has a constitution and how the group generates income. Cllr 

Wasley suggested that the donations form is amended to reflect Cllr Pound’s 

enquiries, as this increases the length of time between submission of the request 

and the decision regarding the donation.  

 

Cllr Pound moved that OVCC advance the £250 subject to the Clerk being able to be 

satisfied that there is a recognised constitution that will be supported, Cllr Wasley 

seconded.  

 

Resolved: The Clerk to evaluate whether the requestee, the Abercerdin Parents 

Teacher Association, have a recognised constitution. To alter the donations 

form to add asking if the requestee has a constitution or is asking for a 

donation is requesting a donation on behalf of a constitution.  

 

The meeting closed at 9:30PM at it has hit the 2-hour 30 minutes mark. The 

remainder of the agenda will be discussed during the next meeting.  

 

40 To confirm the date, time and venue of forthcoming meetings: 

- Finance and General Committee 10th June 2024, 6:30PM, at BYCC 

 

Date dependent on when the audit is completed.    

 

-  Full Council Tuesday 18th June 2024, 6:30 pm, location BYCC 

 

…...................................................................................  ….......................... 

Signature of the Chairperson, Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells    Date 

 

Niamh Gwilym– Clerk of the Council  

Niamhgwilym4@gmail.com 
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May Payments 2024 

Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS - DD Hosting website and 
maintenance 

DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff -
employers/ees contribution 

DD £241.09 

Niamh Gwilym - 
ES 

Clerk Salary 10525 £1,242.48 

Scott Allin - ES RFO Salary  20525 £485.16 

Ashleigh Davies - 
ES 

Warden Salary 30525 £517.41 

Gareth Owens - 
ES 

Warden Salary 40525 £615.72 

HMRC - ES Tax May 24 615PB00145091 £471.84 

Ogmore Valley 
Priide 

Expenses for bench repairs EXP02 £623.09 

Niamh Gwilym Expenses EXP03 £66.00 

One Voice Wales Training – Cllr Batchelor 
Howells 

7986 £40.00 

One Voice Wales Training – Cllr Batchelor 
Howells 

7982 £40.00 

 
 
 



Not included on April 24 Payment authorisation 
 

ICO Annual Registration DD in April £35.00 

 
 


