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a Chymunedol ar Teams  
 

MINUTES  
 

 

Present:  

Cllr David Pound (Chair), Cllr Geoff Sherriff (Vice Chair), Cllr Margaret Lloyd,  

Cllr Susan Palmer, Cllr Colin Taylor, Cllr Gary Rix, Cllr Dai Jones, Cllr Terrina 

Greenslade, Cllr Wasley, Cllr Galton 

Bridget Hall (Clerk) 

Teams on-line: Cllr Dhanisha Patel 

 

 
166 Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Craig Batchelor-Howells, Cllr David Newman, 
Scott Allin and Gareth Owens.  
 
 
167 Absences 
The Clerk noted that Cllr Hywel Williams was absent from the meeting. 
 
 
168 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any issues to the 
attention of the Council) 
There were no Public Address requests. 
 
 

169 Declarations of Interest 
None reported. 
 
 



170 Warden’s Report 
The Warden’s report was considered and duly accepted in his absence.  The Chair asked for 
thanks to be conveyed to the Warden for his excellent report. 

 
 

171 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk’s report was considered and duly accepted. 

 
The Chair confirmed he had agreed with the Clerk that future appraisals would be 6-monthly 
and that the Clerk’s employment was confirmed, pending completion of the SLCC qualification.   
 
Cllr Galton disagreed with this statement, as it was her understanding that the Clerk’s position 
had previously been confirmed following the appraisal at the end of the Clerk’s 6-month 
probationary period, rather than being dependent on the SLCC qualification. 
 
The Clerk was asked to leave the meeting whilst a further discussion on this matter took place. 
The Clerk then returned to the meeting. 
 
The Chair stated that this matter would be addressed further at the Clerk’s next appraisal.   

 
172 Financial Matters 
a) Resolved:  The payments for December 2025/January 2026 were approved. 
 
b) Resolved:  The bank reconciliation to end December 2025 was accepted. 
 
c) Resolved:  The expenditure against the budget to end December 2025 was accepted. 
 
 
173 To consider applications for Donations and Grants 
a) Blackmill Community Hall.  The request for funding was deferred by Blackmill 
Community Hall until they had further considered requirements. 

 
b) Marie Curie Appeal 
Cllr Patel proposed a donation to this appeal.  This motion failed. 
Resolved: To defer consideration of a donation until such time as a formal OVCC funding 
application is received from Marie Curie Appeal. 

 
 

174 Approval of Minutes and Recommendations 
a) Full Council Minutes – 25th November 2025 
Resolved:  The Minutes were approved. 
 
 

175 Matters arising from previous minutes 
a) Maintenance - Evanstown 
Cllr Wasley confirmed that the lack of maintenance at Evanstown remained a problem and 
that action proposals had not been forthcoming from Cllr Hywel Williams.  Cllr Wasley 
suggested that the next course of action should be to take this matter against BCBC to the 
Ombudsman. 
Resolved:  The Clerk would seek advice from Jason Frowen on the matter of BCBCs neglect 
of maintenance at Evanstown. 
Resolved:  The Clerk to arrange a meeting of the Evanstown Working Party to discuss a way 
forward. 

 



Cllr Wasley read out a request on behalf of Cllr Batchelor-Howells asking for consideration of 
the installation of covered bus shelters in Evanstown. 
Resolved: The Clerk to ask Cllr Batchelor-Howells for a full proposal of what was required 
and location(s) of the bus shelters. 

 
b) Evanstown Community Hall 
Resolved:  To discuss this matter at the forthcoming Evanstown Sub-Committee meeting. 

 
c) Policy & Strategy Committee – EOI for Evanstown Polytunnels   
Resolved:  The Clerk to arrange a meeting prior to the next Full Council to consider the 
feasibility of submitting an EOI to take over the management of the Evanstown Polytunnels 
from Valleys to Coast.   

 
d) Parish Lane traffic issues 
The Clerk confirmed that there had still not been a reply to the OVCC letter sent in October 
2025 to the Highways Department, BCBC.  Cllr Galton confirmed that the dangerous traffic 
issues remained the same.  
Resolved:  The Clerk to chase a reply to the OVCC letter previously sent to BCBC.   

 

e) Mynydd y Gaer update  
The Chair confirmed that he had attended a meeting of the Mynydd y Gaer Windfarm Action 
Group in a private capacity.  The report from the advisory committee was being delayed 
pending public notice of acceptance by PEDW of the application by the developer, Cenin. 

 
f) IT support / Installation of Wi-Fi at Blackmill Community Hall 

i) IT Support 
The Clerk confirmed that Konrad had now successfully activated the Clerk’s Microsoft 
account, giving access to the email address and files. 
 
ii) Wi-Fi at Blackmill Community Hall 
The Clerk reported that surveys would take place by Sky and BT for the installation of 

Wi-Fi at Blackmill 
 
Cllr Rix suggested using a modem as an alternative to Wi-Fi installation and offered a 
trial use of his own personal equipment.  This would be considerably cheaper than Wi-
Fi installation. 

Resolved:  To trial the modem to establish suitability, prior to further discussions with Sky or 
BT regarding an installation. 

 
g) Dog Fouling Poster Competition for Schools 
Cllr Wasley reported that this initiative had been successful at Abercerdin Primary school and 
had inspired the schoolchildren on further projects. 
 

The Chair reported a similar positive response to the competition for Ogmore Vale Primary 
school.  

 
Resolved:  It was agreed to pass this matter to the Events’ Sub Committee. 

 
h) Purchase of Lectern & Speaker 
Resolved:  Cllr Sherriff to pass the details of the selected items to the Clerk, who would order 
and make payment these items, the cost of which would be reclaimed. 

 
 
 
 



176 Christmas Lights Review 
Resolved:  The Christmas Lights review and forward plan should form part of the Events’ 
Working Group, whereby all Wards should be represented by their Councillor. 
Resolved:  The Clerk to set up a meeting of the Events’ Sub-Committee prior to the next Full 
Council meeting. 
 
 

177 Leave of absence on medical grounds 
Resolved:  To approve Cllr Dhanisha Patel’s request for leave of absence for a period of 6-
months. 
 
 
178 Windfarm applications 
Resolved:  The Clerk should submit the OVCC schedule of Windfarm application 
recommendations to Pennant Walters, following the receipt of all bank payment details from 
the relevant applicants.   

 
 

179 Cllr Della Hughes – Surgery Sessions 

Resolved:  The Chair and Cllr Lloyd agreed to attend Cllr Hughes’ forthcoming community 
surgery sessions. 
 
 
180 To receive reports from Councillors 
Cllr Jones reported his concerns about the petrol station at Cemetery Road, Ogmore Vale 
being in a dangerous state after being vandalised and was attracting bad social behaviour.  
 
The Chair reported that he had attended various Christmas concerts at Ogmore Vale Primary 
school in his capacity as School Governor and OVCC representative on the Governing Body.  
In addition, the Chair had attended the Wyndham Boys’ & Girls’ Club Christmas Carol concert 
and Christmas party. 

  
Cllr Sherriff confirmed that the Tenovus Choir would be available to perform for the 
Remembrance Service in November, if required. 
Resolved:  To pass this matter to the Events’ Sub Committee for consideration and 
recommendation to Full Council. 
 
Cllr Greenslade informed the meeting that there would be a public meeting to discuss the 
maintenance and future upkeep of the Nantymoel Memorial Shelter on Tuesday 3rd March, 
6pm at Ogmore Valley Heritage Hub. 

 
Cllr Greenslade also asked if Councillors would share a link she would be emailing regarding 
the duties of anyone who acted in the capacity as volunteers. 

 
Cllr Lloyd reported on the Christmas Silver Band event and the failure of the timing schedule.  
However, the sweets provided by OVCC were well received. 

 
Cllr Rix reported that he was contacted prior to Christmas by a Blackmill resident asking for 
the provision of a grit bin a Hillside Terrace.  Cllr Rix stated he had passed on this request to 
Jason Jenkins, BCBC, who said it would be put on the waiting list.   Cllr Rix requested OVCC 
to fund this at the cost of £400+vat, in view of the urgency during current dangerous icy 
conditions.   

 



The Chair reminded Councillors that, in line with Standing Orders, matters may only be 
discussed if submitted for discussion as an Agenda item. The Clerk apologised for not having 
added this as an Agenda item for the present meeting.   

 
Cllr Rix expressed his concern about the installation of a bus stop that had been moved to a 
wrong location and asked if something could be done to rectify.   The Chair stated that this 
item should be placed on the next Agenda for discussion. 

 
 

181 To confirm the date, time and venue of the next Full Council Meeting 
The next meeting was confirmed to take place on Tuesday 24th February 2026, 6.30pm at 
Blackmill Community Hall and on Teams. 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 8.35pm. 
  

 

David Pound 

Signed by the Chair, Cllr David Pound        25th January 2026 

Bridget Hall  

 Clerk to the Council – clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com 

 

 

Annex C 
December 2025 payments 

December payments 2025 – Paid 

Business Description Ref Amount 
SWWS - DD Hosting website and 

maintenance 
DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff -
employers/ees 
contribution 

DD £229.79 

Bridget Hall Clerk Salary 011225 £1,144.59 
Scott Allin - ES RFO Salary  021225 £515.70 

Gareth Owens - 
ES 

Warden Salary 041225 £649.66 

HMRC - ES Tax – December 25 615PB00145091 £870.69 
Scott Allin Expenses – travel EXP 29 £150.42 

Cllr Sharon 
Galton 

Expenses – MS Office EXP 30 £5.80 

Bridget Hall Expenses - travel and 
posters 

EXP 31 £101.20 

Cllr Susan 
Palmer – Nov 25 
Council minute 
155 a) 

Banner for BYCC to 
advertise coffee 
morning 

EXP 32 £60.00 

mailto:clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com


Cllr Margaret 
Lloyd – Nov 25 
Council minute 
159 c) 

Selection boxes for 
Silver Band Christmas 
Event 

DON 11 – to be 
supported by receipts 

£250.00 

Gilfach Goch CC 
– November 
Council minute 
155 b) 

Christmas Food 
Hampers Evanstown 
event – 10% of total 

DON 12 £330.00 

Cllr Craig 
Batchellor 
Howells – email 
27 Nov 25 from 
Clerk 

Christmas event in 
Evanstown – selection 
boxes and Santa Suit 

DON 13 – to be 
supported by receipts 

£300.00 

Konrad 
Halabuda 

IT Support – requested 
by Clerk 

OVCC01 £80.00 

Bridget Hall – 
contract 

Working from Home 
Allowance (3 months 
at £18) 

1H0QTR3 £54.00 

Scott Allin - 
contract 

Working from Home 
Allowance (3 months 
at £9) 

2HOQTR3 £27.00 

Gareth Owens – 
contract  

Working from Home 
Allowance (3 months 
at £4.50)  

4HOQTR3 £13.50 

 
  



Annex D 
January 2026 payments 

January payments 2026 
Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS - DD Hosting website and 
maintenance 

DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff -
employers/ees 
contribution 

DD £219.79 

Bridget Hall Clerk Salary 010126 £1,094.93 

Scott Allin - ES RFO Salary  020126 £493.44 

Gareth Owens - 
ES 

Warden Salary 030126 £621.46 

HMRC - ES Tax – December 25 615PB00145091 £824.36 
Scott Allin Expenses – travel & 

McAfee 
EXP 32  £51.69 

Cllr Sharon 
Galton 

Expenses – MS Office EXP 33 £108.78 

________________ 
 

_____________________ _____________________ _____________ 

Bernie Mills 
 
 
 
________________ 
Gareth Owens 
 

Defibrillator 
Maintenance pads 
(Wyndham B&G 
Club+Blandy Stores) 
______________________ 
Expenses – compost 
for planters 
Evanstown_ 

 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
 

£147.60 
 
 
 
______________ 
£30 

  


