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Ogmore Valley Community Council  
Cyngor Cymuned Cwm Ogwr  

  

Full Council Meeting  
Cyfarfod Llawn y Cyngor  

 

Tuesday 27th May 2025, 6.30 pm at Blackmill Youth and Community 
Centre and Teams  

Dydd Mawrth 27th Mai 2025, 7pm ar Blackmill Canolfan Ieuenctid a 
Chymunedol ar Teams  

 MINUTES 

 
In Attendance: 

Cllr David Pound (Chair) 

Cllr Geoff Sherriff (Vice-Chair) 

Cllr Sharon Galton 

Cllr Terrina Greenslade 

Cllr Margaret Lloyd 

Cllr Susan Palmer 

Cllr Colin Taylor 

Cllr Hywel Williams 

Cllr Sheryl Wasley 

Cllr David Newman 

 

 Bridget Hall – Clerk 

Scott Allin – RFO 

Gareth Owens - Warden 

In attendance for Agenda item 6: 

Louise Connolly, CAT Officer BCBC 

Rachel Morton, Resilient Communities Coordinator, BCBC 
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1  Apologies for Absence Received  
Cllr Dhanisha Patel 
It was noted that Cllr Batchelor-Hughes was unable to join the meeting due to a failed Teams 
connection. 
  
 
2 Absences  
Cllr Julia Jones 
 
 
3 Welcome new Clerk  

The Chair welcomed Bridget Hall as the new Clerk to the Council and reminded 
Councillors that communications to external bodies must be sent via the Clerk and not 
sent as individuals. 
 
 
4 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any issues to 

the attention of the Council) 
There had been no such request for this meeting. 

 
  
5 Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct & 
Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992  
Cllr Greenslade declared an interest in item 21 – Awards applications. 

 

 
6 BCBC CAT / Other projects subject to BCBC approval 
 - Caedu Park amenities 
 - Evanstown Community Centre 
The Chair welcomed Louise Connolly and Rachel Morton to the meeting. 

i) Caedu Park (Cllr Pound to comment) 
Ms Connolly gave an update on Caedu Park with a proposed way forward, explaining that this 
followed an expression of interest by OVCC in 23/24 for development of the nursery site.  Ms 
Connolly said that it had not possible to give permission for the lease at this point as the matter 
was currently under legal advice.  However, everything possible was being done by BCBC to 
move this project forward.  Ms Connolly stated that a Reach tree study service was being 
undertaken on this site. 
 
The Chair stated that a decision needed to be made if OVCC is to proceed with declaration of 
interest.   The Chair added that, what needed to be made clear to the Council was that the 
land was in in Trust, which limited it to use as a pleasure park.  However, part of the land was 
sold off and the nursery school was built, which had already broken the terms of the Trust.  
 
Cllr Galton asked if OVCC would get first refusal to proceed at the appropriate time.  Ms 
Connolly confirmed this, subject to the usual planning permission. 
 
Former basketball court: 
Ms Connolly clarified that funding had been secured for the redevelopment of the former 
basketball court via the Court Collaboration Fund, administered by Sport Wales and match 
funded via BCBC, utilising the CAT fund.  Ms Connolly noted that the primary aim of the court 
would be to cater for basketball and netball.  
 

The former basketball contract was now in place and instructions for the new basketball and 
netball posts were anticipated, with a concrete area outside the site delegated for a kick-about 
area. Ms Connolly said that it was expected that this would be completed by the end of July, 
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in time for schoolchildren to have the benefit of the site for the forthcoming school summer 
holidays.  
 
The Chair further added that it had been agreed to refurbish the site into a multi-use games 
area with backing of the Basketball Association. Ms Connolly confirmed that BCBC would 
contribute £25,000 to this. 
 
Also that, with regard to the old nursery school site, the plans that had been drawn up were 
far better than previously but did not include a revised plan for disabled parking space adjacent 
there.  The Chair added that the lay-by at entrance to the site could be allocated for this, which 
would provide perfectly adequate disabled parking.  Ms Connolly thought this was something 
to consider.  
 
Cllr Pound welcomed the fact that the Council had agreed to participate in the refurbishment 
of the site.  There had been discourse in the past between OVCC and BCBC but it was hoped 
that there would be improved communication going forward.  Ms Connolly said that a large 
part of her role would be to improve relations in the future. 
 
Referring to the tennis Courts, Ms Connolley said that this site was bound by agreement with 
the Lawn Tennis Association.  She confirmed that they would provide funding for low-cost 
items, such as tennis racquets.  Also, Tennis Wales had multiple initiatives of support.  In 
terms of the consultation, it was agreed that a lock would remain on the gates due to anti-
social behaviour.  The Chair expressed concern that, as public grounds, certain members of 
the community would be denied access if the gates were locked.   
 
The Chair thanked BCBC for implementing this project.  
 
Cllr Lloyd asked whether schools had been informed about the tennis courts.  Ms Connolly 
stated that schools had not yet been informed as they were waiting for the local agreement to 
be completed. Cllr Lloyd asked if the damaged tennis court banner could be replaced, which 
Ms Connolly agreed to do.   
 
Evanstown Community Centre 
The Chair enquired about funding Evanstown Community Centre.  Ms Connolly stated if 
OVCC were looking to submit an application for funding, they would be happy to consider.   
 
It was noted that communication with the existing Trustees was difficult and that an impasse 
had developed.  Cllr Wasley expressed her disappointment that nothing was moving forward 
with this project. 

Planka 
The Chair asked if there was any progress about the CAT on the Planka.   
 
Ms Connolly stated that, following the 2021 report, it was then deemed unachievable due to 
cost restrictions.  However, a decision would be made on the future of a CAT on the Planka 
and this would then be considered by BCBC. Ms Connolly confirmed that the EOI was still 
being considered.  
 
Rugby Pavilion 
Cllr Lloyd asked if there had been any progress regarding the new rugby pavilion.  Ms Connolly 
stated that BCBC was looking at business support for new funding for a pavilion.   
 
General 
Ms Connolly stated that there were still funds available out of the Capital Grant Fund of 
£20,000.and suggested that if OVCC have such a project ie, dropped kerbs, etc. to submit for 
consideration.   
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The Chair enquired whether there was viability for this funding to be allocated to Evanstown 
Community Centre.  Ms Connolly stated if OVCC were looking to submit an application for 
funding, they would be happy to consider.   
 
Ms Connolly said that communication between OVCC and BCBC would be maintained or 
improved to ensure the delivery of a joined-up project at Caedu Park. 

This concluded matters with Ms Connolly and Ms Moreton.  Cllr Pound thanked them for their 
time and input, and they left the meeting.   
 
 
7 Warden’s report –  
The Warden delivered his report and explained the main points, referring to the termination 
of the lease and the possibility of having to hand the site back to V2C. 
 
The Warden thought that OVCC should write directly to V2C with an expression of interest.   
The Chair thought it best to defer any decision on the site until an update is available. 
It was noted that, although one polytunnel was working perfectly well, the other one was in 
poor state and about to blow away. 
 
Cllr Wasley said that the project had never been progressed and that, being a community 
garden, so much more could be done to improve this area.  Cllr Wasley added that if anyone 
would like to visit the Welfare Park, then she would arrange.  
Action:  Cllr Williams to pursue.  Cllr Pound, Cllr Galton and the Clerk to visit the 
Warden in Gilfach Goch 
 
Cllr Pound thanked the Warden and said he deserved recognition of his hard work and  
contribution.  Cllr Pound asked Cllr Williams if we would pursue this matter. 
Cllr Lloyd added her thanks to the Warden for his hard work.   
 
The Warden left the meeting. 
 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL 
8 Approval of Minutes and Recommendations:  

(a) Draft Full Council Meeting 25th March 2025 –  
 

Resolved: To Approve the Minutes of 25th March 2025 Full Council Meeting. 

 
9 To approve Annual Return – 2024/25 
It was noted that there had been a pre meeting for detailed review of Annual Return and 
related documents. 
 

(i) Annual Return –  
Resolved To approve the Annual Return for 2024/25 
 

(ii) Audit Wales Requirements - Bank reconciliation and variance explanation – 
31 March 2025  

Resolved To approve the Bank Reconciliation and Audit Wales requirements 
 

(iii) Internal Audit Certificate –  
Resolved To approve the Internal Audit Certificate 

 

(iv) Internal Audit report and draft responses  
Resolved To approve the Internal report and responses 
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(v) Reserves –Resolved To approve the reserves position 

 
(vi) Risk Management –Cllr Pound said that there should be a separate debate on 

risk management.   

Resolved: To approve the Risk Management papers.  
 
  
10       Finances – 2025/26 

(i) formal approval of payments April and May 25 –Resolved: to approve the 
Payments as attached in the Appendix. 

ii) formal approval of the bank reconciliation March and April 25 –Resolved: To 
approve the bank reconciliation for March and April 2025. 
 
(iii)  expenditure against the budget end of March and April 25 – 

 Resolved: To approve the expenditure versus budget report to end of March 
and April 2025, subject to the Chair’s amendment regarding excluding the VAT 
receipt. 
 
 
 11   Matters arising from previous meetings: 
 Updates from March 25 Council Meeting –  

 
i) Bus shelter and insurance 

The RFO confirmed that he had contacted the contractor and given the go-ahead for this work 
to be actioned. 
 

ii) OVCC Website 
Referring to the minutes of the last meeting, it was noted that the older files on the ‘backend’of 
the website (where files are uploaded) were highly disorganised. Many of the file names were 
simply listed by date or ward.  This was increasing the website providers workload, as the files 
needed to be downloaded, renamed and then re-uploaded and re-named. This process was 
started by the previous Clerk but the new Clerk would now take over this task.  Meanwhile, 
the provider will continue to host both websites until the new one is ready for use, particularly 
until the audit had been completed.  
  

iii) Noticeboards at Glynogwr and Blackmill 
Cllr Wasley noted there had been no progress to date.   
Action:  The Clerk and RFO to follow-up. 
 

iv) Remembrance 2025 Poppy Stock Take 
Action:  Clerk would take this forward. 
 

v) Christmas Lights 
The Chair explained that BCBC were considering the best way forward and investigating, in 
consultation with Centregreat and another contractor. 
Action:  Clerk to enquire with BCBC whether they have completed their investigation 
into an alternative contractor to Centregreat.   
  

vi) Evanstown Bowls Club 
Cllr Sherriff said that he had identified a possible Lectern and PA system for purchase on 
Amazon at the cost of approximately £40 and would circulate this to Councillors for their 
approval.  Cllr Sherriff suggested that this could then be offered out on loan to other 
organisations. 
Action:  Cllr Sherriff to identify a suitable Lectern & PA system 
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vii) Dog-fouling posters 
Cllr Lloyd suggested sending out to schools to run a competition for the best poster.   
 
Cllr Galton suggested this should go to the 4 schools in the area, with a 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize 
winner chosen for each ward.  It was agreed that the poster should be A4 size and comprise 
a drawing and strap-line, 
 
Action:  Cllr Wasley should contact schools to progress this initiative. 
 

 
12 To (re)advertise co-option(s) once Clerk is in post and usual meeting schedules 

resume 
Action:  The Clerk would seek instruction on co-option process and expedite. 
 

 
13 To Agree to Letter of Support Request from Gilfach Goch Community 

Association – Cllr Batchelor-Howells –  
In the absence of Cllr Batchelor Howells this item was carried forward.  
 

 

14 To Discuss Electoral Arrangement Review 
Resolved: The Clerk to seek guidance from BCBC on new Councillors  
 

 
15 Arrangements for Ogmore Valley Awards, 20 June 2025 -  
As previously agreed, the working group’s recommendations for nominees was further 
considered: 
 

- Ogmore Valley Pride 
- Community Shop and Drop 
- Ogmore Valley Local History Society 
- Nantymoel Boys and Girls Club 
- Ogmore Valley Male Voice Choir 
- Peter David (now to be included in the volunteers’ group) 
- Jeanette Hughes (now to be included in the volunteers’ group) 
- Eira Paskin 

 
The Chair proposed that the individual nominations put forward by Cllr Greenslade should be 
considered within the volunteers’ group, rather than as individual nominees.  Cllr Greenslade 
felt that the two concerned had deserved separate accolade but accepted that this would set 
a precedent.   
 
The Chair also proposed that, with the time constraints, this event should be postponed until 
the Autumn, to allow more time for arrangements. 
 
As previously agreed, the certificates would be the same format a last year and the budget 
would be £60. 
Resolved:  It was agreed to postpone the Ogmore Valley Awards to the Autumn 2025 
 
Action:  Clerk to inform the nominees that they had been successful and inform them 
that the Awards event would take place in the Autumn, at a date to be confirmed. 
 
 
16 The Mayor of Maesteg’s Fund Spring Dinner Dance 2025 – Cllr Batchelor Howells 
As Cllr Batchelor-Howells was not present at the meeting, there was no formal update.  
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However, it was thought that the event had been successful.   
 
 
17 VE Day 
It was agreed that this had been a successful event. 

 

 
18 To Agree a Schedule of Events  
The Chair proposed that a separate Committee of Councillors is set up to prepare a schedule 
of events, commencing in June 2025, in accordance with the Council’s Strategy and Action 
Plan and asked for nominations to form this group.  
Resolved: Cllr Greenslade, Cllr Taylor, Cllr Palmer and Cllr Galton were duly nominated 

to set up an Events Committee which the Clerk would coordinate.  
 
19 Applications for Donations and Grants 
Resolved:  The Clerk to follow up on actions from March 25. 
 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION AND UPDATE   
 
20 To receive a Report from the Clerk/Cllrs:  
No report was received from the Clerk, being new to the post. 
 

i) Evanstown Community Centre 
Cllr Wasley raised the matter concerning the Evanstown Community Centre and the 
difficulties associated with getting this project moving forward.   

 
The Chair urged Cllr Wasley to make further contact with the Trustees to ask them 
again if they would relinquish control.  Thereafter, a new group could be set up to 
progress this project.  
 
ii) School Bus Service 
Cllr Wasley expressed her concern that Evanstown was about to lose access to 
mainstream school free Transport, resulting in a cost of £3.50 each way.    Cllr Wasley 
explained that the Bridgend side of the area had not been informed of this so it was 
unclear which locations would be affected.    Clarity was needed on the situation with 
bus passes as Cllr Wasley was receiving many complaints from residents in her ward.    
 
Cllr Williams pointed out, that if parents choose to take their children out of the school 
catchment area, then that was their choice. 
Action:  Approach should be made to BCBC to establish clarity on the situation. 
 
iii)    Mynydd-y-Gaer 
The Chair stated that there had been no progress on the wind farm and the report was 
awaited. 
 

iv) Lease on Polytunnels 
Covered in the Warden’s Report. 
 

v) Meetings of OVCC 
The Chair expressed his preference for face-to-face meetings of Council.  However, 
he agreed that meetings should be located in the different wards and asked Councillors 
to consider suitable venues and viability of usage. 
Action:  Councillors to establish the viability of possible venues in their wards 
for holding Council meetings 
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21 To consider any Planning Applications and issues:  
- Upper Ogmore Grid Upgrade –  
Resolved:  Clerk to arrange a meeting to discuss further, following the previous 
postponed meeting 

 

 
22 Any Other Business 

i) Planters at the Planka 
The Chair confirmed that that Cllr Palmer’s proposal to re-stock the planters at the Planka 
could go ahead as there had been no objection.  The RFO confirmed that £100 had been 
allocated for this, to be taken out of the £400 allocated for community planting for the year.   

 
ii) Platform Renovation 
Cllr Palmer explained her proposal for the Platform Renovation, along the cycle path.  

The Chair said liaison with the 9 residents involved would be necessary and further 
consideration should be given to this.   

Action:  This matter to be carried forward to the next meeting. 
 
 
23 Date time and venue of next meeting.   
The Chair confirmed that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday 24th June 2025, 
6.30 pm at BYCC and Teams.   
 
The meeting was closed at 21.05hrs. 

 

David Pound 

Signature of the Chairperson, Cllr David Pound    Date:  27th May 2025 

 
 Bridget Hall – Clerk of the Council 

clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com 
 

mailto:clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com
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April Payments 2025 

Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS - DD Hosting website 
and maintenance 

DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff 
-employers/ees 
contribution 

DD £104.53 

Scott Allin - ES RFO Salary  020425 £493.44 

Gareth Owens 
- ES 

Warden Salary 040425 £621.46 

HMRC - ES Tax April 25 615PB00145091 £382.83 

Scott Allin Expenses - travel EXP 01 £50.40 

OV Pride - 
minute 228 III 
Full 
Council March 
25 

Bench repairs in 
Ogmore Vale, 
Adare Street 
 

EXP 02 £186.56 

Cllr Margaret 
Lloyd 

Expenses – 
flowers and card 

EXP 03 £26.99 

Halo – Minute 
237 Full 
Council March 
25 

Active for Life 
Playscheme 

SIN040257 £5,636.40 

One Voice 
Wales – Minute 
232 March 25 
Council 

Membership – 25-
26 

1019 £1,627.00 

Information 
Commissioners 
Office 

ZA503611 – 
Annual 
Registration 

DD £47.00 

BCBC Election costs LDLSI0769655477 £4,384.15 

May payments 2025 

Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS - DD Hosting website 
and maintenance 

DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff -
employers/ees 
contribution 

DD £TBC 

Bridget Hall Clerk Salary 010525 £TBC 

Scott Allin - 
ES 

RFO Salary  020525 £TBC 

Gareth 
Owens - ES 

Warden Salary 040525 £TBC 

Scott Allin Expenses - travel EXP 04 £16.20 

JDH Business 
Services 

Internal audit costs 5178 £765.60 

 


