
Ogmore Valley Community Council  
Cyngor Cymuned Cwm Ogwr  

  

Full Council Meeting  
Cyfarfod Llawn y Cyngor  

 

Tuesday 24th June 2025, 6.30 pm at Blackmill Youth and 
Community Centre and Teams  

Dydd Mawrth 27th Mehefin 2025, 6.30pm ar Blackmill Canolfan 
Ieuenctid a Chymunedol ar Teams  

 

 MINUTES 

 

 

In attendance:  

Cllr David Pound (Chair), Cllr Geoff Sherriff (Vice Chair),  

Cllr Margaret Lloyd, Cllr Susan Palmer, Cllr Sharon Galton, Cllr Sheryl Wasley, 

Cllr Terrina Greenslade, Cllr Craig Batchelor Howells (on-line), Cllr David Newman (on-

line) 

Bridget Hall – Clerk 

 

 

47 Apologies for absence 
 
Cllr Colin Taylor 
Cllr Hywel Williams 
Gareth Owens, Warden 
Scott Allin, RFO (annual leave) 
It was noted that Cllr Dhanisha Patel was unable to join the meeting due to a failed Teams 
connection. 

 
 

48 Absences 
 
The Chair informed the meeting that Cllr Julia Jones had confirmed that she would be stepping 
down from her seat as Councillor in the Blackmill Ward. 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk would advertise this vacancy. 
 



 
49 Public Address (an opportunity for members of the public to bring any issues to the 
attention of the Council) 
 
i) Paul Jones, Better Buses Group, re Bus service 172 
Mr Jones circulated an illustrated document and explained the situation to be implemented as 
from 27th July, in regard to the curtailment of the 172 bus service run by Stagecoach, and the 
dire impact this would have on the residents of the affected communities. 
 
Mr Jones explained that there was currently no funding from the Welsh Government for bus 
services but this was due to change in 2020.  Mr Jones said that the local authority was 
currently working with BCBC to provide an urgent solution.  He added that Stagecoach 
deemed the route to be commercially unviable, but a recent headcount contradicts this. 
 
The Chair reminded the meeting that whilst bus companies have the right to suspend or cancel 
services, communities also have the right to make representations to challenge this decision. 
 
Mr Jones was thanked for his attendance and was informed the matter would be discussed 
later in the meeting. 
Paul Jones left the meeting 

 
ii) Mr Clatworthy + fellow resident, re Lewistown matters 
Mr Clatworthy addressed the meeting regarding requirements and issues needing attention in 
their ward: 
a) A bench to be installed halfway up hill near the MUGA. 
b) A rubbish bin to be installed in this area. 
c) Lines to be re-painted on basketball park area to allow games to be played. 
d) The green is badly waterlogged and needs drainage – this has been outstanding for some 

years. 
e) The residents reported that there was a dangerous ‘blind’ road junction that required a 

safety mirror to be installed for on-coming traffic to be seen. 
 
Cllr Wasley informed the meeting that there was also a link to BCBC on the Facebook page, 
where highways issues can be reported.  

 
The Chair advised the public attendees that the matter of benches was listed on the agenda 
and would be debated later in the meeting.   
 
Resolved:  That as the matters concerning rubbish bins, line-painting on basketball 
court, drainage and road safety were BCBC responsibility, Cllr Galton should liaise with 
residents and seek the support of Cllr Williams in his capacity as County Councillor to 
seek resolutions to the residents’ concerns. 
 
 
50 Declaration of Interest 
None reported. 

 
 

51 Warden’s Report 
In the absence of the Warden, the Chair asked Councillors to ensure they read the report 
provided.  
 
Cllr Wasley read out the further report circulated to Councillors by the Warde, referring to a 
recent meeting in which V2C had confirmed they had no plans to build on the land concerned, 



and it should be retained for use of the community.  V2C had also asked if OVCC would be 
interested in taking over management of this area. 
 
Resolved:  Rachel Lovell of V2C to be invited to attend a meeting to discuss this matter  
 
The Chair asked for thanks to be conveyed to Warden for his helpful report and work. 
 
The question of the appointment of a replacement Warden was discussed.  
 
Resolved:  That a replacement Warden would be beneficial. 
The Policy & Strategy Committee will consider the terms of engagement and job 
description for the post at their next meeting and make recommendations to the 
Council. 
 
 
52 Clerk’s Report 
Delivered. 
 
 
53 Items for discussion and approval 
 
Approval of Minutes and Recommendations 
 
i) Draft Annual Meeting 27 May 2025 
The Chair directed that the minutes of the Annual Meeting should be carried forward for 
approval at the 2026 Annual Meeting.   
 
ii) Draft Full Council Meeting 27 May 2025 
Approved. 
 
 
54 Matters Arising not covered by Agenda items 
 
i) Anti-Dog-fouling poster competition 
It was agreed that the brief for this should be: 
An A4 poster to encourage dog-fouling.  The poster should include an appropriate 
drawing/image (not photograph) designed by the pupil with a slogan/message.   
Categories:  Up to age 7 (yr 2), yrs 3-6 
 with 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes to be chosen.  Gift vouchers as prize 
Competition closes on 9th July and schools need to select their winners by 11th July 
Announcement of winner will be made by OVCC on the first week of new school year. 
Gift cards to be given as prizes. 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk to contact all 4 schools with details of the competition 
 
ii) Purchase of Lectern and PA system 
Resolved:  Cllr Sherrif to purchase the Lectern and PA system on approval, as per the 
details previously circulated to Councillors. 
  



55 Finances 
 
a) Resolved:  To approve payments – June 2025 (Annex E)  
 
b) Resolved:  Formal approval of the bank reconciliation – May 2025 (Annex F) 
 
c) Resolved:  Formal approval of expenditure against the budget, end May 2025 
(Annex G) 
 
 
56 Windfarm applications 
The Chair reported on his Teams meeting + the Clerk the previous week with Dale Hart, Penallt 
Walters.  The purpose of the meeting was to review the existing rules and requirements in 
relation to applications for funding from the Pen y Wai Wind Farm Fund.  Mr Hart confirmed 
that whilst discretion had been exercised in the past regarding funding for revenue items there 
was an overall preference that priority should be given to Capital projects, which would have 
long-term benefit to the community, rather than a short-term revenue expenditure.   
 
The Chair asked the Council to consider whether any amendments needed to be made to the 
current application process.  
 
Resolved:  to proceed with the current arrangement for Windfarm funding for this year 
without amendment to the applications process. 
 
 
57 Proposals by Cllr Lloyd - Annex I 
 
i) Benches at various locations 
The Vice Chair informed the meeting that the provision of benches had been included in the 
proposals for redevelopment of the Planka.  
 
Resolved:  That Cllr Galton should liaise with residents to identify a suitable location 
for a bench in Lewistown so that appropriate permission could be sought from BCBC 
 
ii) Line painting at the MUGA 
As discussed previously. 
 
iii) To establish ownership of Welfare Hall 
Motion Withdrawn 
 
iv) Noticeboard at Blackmill Community Hall 
Resolved:  To investigate the appropriate position for the installation of a noticeboard 
at closest proximity to Blackmill Community Hall.  
 
 
58 Ogmore Valley Awards 
The Clerk confirmed that an announcement had been put on Facebook confirming that the 
Awards had been postponed to the Autumn. 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk would inform all those nominated that the presentation would take 
place on Friday 26th September, 7pm at BYCC.  Clerk to arrange Certificates. 
 
 
59 Advertisement for Co-opted Councillor positions at Nantymoel, Evanstown  
 



Resolved:  The Clerk would progress advertisements for Nantymoel, Evanstown and 
Blackmill 
 
 
60 Curtailment of Bus Service 172 
 
Resolved:  That the Council would support representations against the curtailment of 
the Stagecoach Bus Service 172 and the appendage of the OVCC logo to a proposed 
petition, subject to approval of the wording of the petition. 
 
Resolved:  That Cllr Howells, in his capacity as County Councillor, should be asked to 
provide information and assistance on this matter. 
 
Resolved:  To make representations to the Traffic Commissioner regarding the 
curtailment of the 172 bus service.  Agreed unanimously. 
 
 
61 Draft Annual Report 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk to edit the Draft Annual Report then recirculate it for final approval 
at the next meeting.  
 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION AND UPDATE: 
 
62 To receive reports from Clerk/Councillors 
 
i) Grass Cutting  - Evanstown 
 
Resolved: Cllr Williams, in his capacity of County Councillor, should be asked to make 
representations on behalf of the residents. 
 
 
63 Update on CAT issues 
 
i) Caedu Park 
The Chair reported that the resurfacing of the basketball site was progressing and should be 
completed by the end of July, in time for use over the school holidays.   
 
Resolved:  That an amended CAT EOI should be submitted to BCBC regarding 
management of the newly refurbished basketball court and that the Clerk should obtain 
details of the conditions that would be applicable.   
 
Resolved:  That the Clerk should make enquiries to ascertain whether the land adjacent 
to the basketball court would be available for a CAT EOI for redevelopment for 
additional recreational use.  
 
ii) Evanstown Community Hall 
 
Resolved:  To arrange further meetings with the Trustees and BAVO. 
  



64 Agree to Letter of Support requested by Gilfach Goch Community Association 
 
Resolved:  To defer to the next Full Council meeting so that Clerk can trace missing 
correspondence. 
 
 
65 Events Sub-Committee 
The Clerk reported that a WhatsApp group had been set up with the elected Officers, Cllr 
Galton, Cllr Greenslade, Cllr Taylor and Cllr Palmer.  Assurances were given that no 
confidential details would be shared on this media.  
 
Resolved:  Clerk to prepare Terms of Reference for the Events Sub-Committee, to be 
approved at the next Council meeting 
 
Resolved:  Budget of £50 to be allocated for incidental purchases required to use for 
Events.   
 
 
66 Date of next meeting 
 
The Chair confirmed the next meeting of Full Council would be on 29th July 2025 at 6.30pm.  
Venue to be confirmed. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.10 hrs 

David Pound 

 Signature of the Chairperson, Cllr David Pound    Date:  24th June 2025 

 
 

Bridget Hall – Clerk of the Council  
clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com 

 
  



Annex 

May payments 2025 

Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS - DD Hosting website 
and maintenance 

DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff -
employers/ees 
contribution 

DD £TBC 

Bridget Hall Clerk Salary 010525 £TBC 

Scott Allin - 
ES 

RFO Salary  020525 £TBC 

Gareth 
Owens - ES 

Warden Salary 040525 £TBC 

Scott Allin Expenses - travel EXP 04 £16.20 

JDH Business 
Services 

Internal audit costs 5178 £765.60 

 

June payments 2025 

Business Description Ref Amount 

SWWS  Domain renewal Inv 22766 £36.00 

SWWS - DD Hosting website 
and maintenance  

DD £21.60 

NEST – 
Employer’s 
summary (ES) 

Pensions for staff -
employers/ees 
contribution 

DD £198.80 

Bridget Hall Clerk Salary 010625 £1,056.07 

Scott Allin - 
ES 

RFO Salary  020625 £470.77 

Gareth 
Owens - ES 

Warden Salary 040625 £593.26 

HMRC - ES Tax – June 25 615PB00145091 £778.65 

Bridget Hall  EXP 06  

Scott Allin Expenses - travel EXP 07 £31.50 

Gareth 
Owens 

Expenses -  EXP08  

Cllr Sharon 
Galton 

Expenses – MS 
Office 

EXP09  

Bridget Hall – 
contract 

Working from 
Home Allowance 
(1.5 months at £18) 

1H0QTR1 £27.00 

Scott Allin - 
contract 

Working from 
Home Allowance (3 
months at £9) 

2HOQTR1 £27.00 

Gareth 
Owens - 
contract 

Working from 
Home Allowance (3 
months at £4.50) 

4HOQTR1 £13.50 

 


