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Policy and Strategy Committee Meeting / Cyfarfod Y 

Pwyllgor Polsi A Strategaeth 

held 

Tuesday 17th February 2026, 6.30pm Blackmill Community Hall and 
via Teams 

Dydd Mawrth 17th Chwefror 2026, 6.30pm Blackmill yng Teams 
 
 

  Minutes 
 

Present:  Cllr David Pound (Chair), Cllr Sharon Galton, Cllr Margaret Lloyd (Teams), Cllr Craig 

Batchelor-Howells (Teams) Cllr Terrina Greenslade 

In attendance:  Gareth Owens, Warden 

 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 
None reported. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct 
& Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 

None reported. 
 

3 To consider the feasibility and implications of submitting an EOI to Valleys 
to Coast for the management of the Polytunnels site, Evanstown 

The Warden’s report on this matter was read and considered.   
 
The Chair pointed out that it would be unfair to expect the Warden to take over the additional 
duties required, should OVCC take over management of the Polytunnels. In which case, this 
matter would need to be reviewed. 
 
The Warden said that it would be favourable to engage with volunteer groups who could 
offer commitment to the project.  
 
Cllr Galton suggested approaching BCBC and V2C to support this project which had great 
community potential.   
 



The Chair asked Councillors if they were in favour of taking on management of the 
Polytunnels.  Councillors were positive in response. 
 
Cllr Lloyd suggested holding a public meeting in Evanstown to establish response, before 
deciding on this initiative.  This would also engage the community. 
 
The Chair added that a deadline for representation should be given. 
 
Recommendation: That a public meeting is held in Evanstown to make residents aware 
that OVCC was considering submitting an EOI on the management of the Evanstown 
Polytunnels.  Following any representation, a decision would be made by OVCC on the way 
forward. 
 
This recommendation was moved unanimously. 
 
The Warden left the meeting. 
 
 
4 To consider the draft OVCC Safeguarding Policy 
The Chair presented the draft OVCC Safeguarding Policy for consideration.  The Chair 
pointed out that a Safeguarding Policy was not a mandatory obligation for Community 
Councils but that it was good practice. 
 
Cllr Greenslade further added that a Safeguarding Policy could support OVCC in the 
application of any future funding applications. 
 
Cllr Greenslade confirmed that the Safeguarding Policy had been prepared with her 
professional experience and had been checked and approved by a colleague who was an 
expert in Safeguarding. 
 
The Chair recommended acceptance of the Safeguarding Policy. 
This was moved unanimously. 
 
 
5 Recommendations to the Full Council. 
i) Polytunnels EOI 
To hold a public meeting to allow representations to be made by the community before a 
final decision is made by OVCC in regard to submitting an EOI. 
 
ii) Safeguarding Policy 
To adopt the Safeguarding Policy, as presented. 
 
David Pound 
Signed:  Cllr David Pound, Leader     Date:  17th February 2026 
 

Bridget Hall 

Clerk of the Council   
clerk@ogmorevalleycc.com 

 

 


